
International Journal of Philosophy    

ISSN: 2958-244X (Online)  

Vol. 3, Issue No. 3, pp 28 - 43, 2024                       www.carijournals.org 

28 

 

  

 

 

The Philosophy of Technology and Its Impact on Human 

Values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Philosophy of Technology and Its Impact on Human Values 

http://www.carijournals.org/


International Journal of Philosophy    

ISSN: 2958-244X (Online)  

Vol. 3, Issue No. 3, pp 28 - 43, 2024                       www.carijournals.org 

29 

 

  

 
1*Tony Anga 

University of Dodoma 

Accepted: 13th Feb, 2024, Received in Revised Form: 29th May, 2024, Published: 26th June, 2024 

 

Abstract 

Purpose: The general objective of this study was to explore the philosophy of technology and its 

impact on human values. 

Methodology: The study adopted a desktop research methodology. Desk research refers to secondary 

data or that which can be collected without fieldwork. Desk research is basically involved in collecting 

data from existing resources hence it is often considered a low cost technique as compared to field 

research, as the main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone charges and directories. Thus, the 

study relied on already published studies, reports and statistics. This secondary data was easily 

accessed through the online journals and library. 

Findings: The findings reveal that there exists a contextual and methodological gap relating to the 

philosophy of technology and its impact on human values. Preliminary empirical review revealed that 

technology, beyond being a mere set of tools, profoundly shaped human experiences, behaviors, and 

societal structures. It found that technologies like artificial intelligence, social media, and digital 

surveillance had both positive and negative effects on values such as privacy, autonomy, identity, and 

social justice. The study highlighted the tension between connectivity benefits and privacy risks, the 

impact on human autonomy due to decision-making algorithms, and the transformation of identity and 

relationships through digital communication. It underscored the need for ethical considerations in 

technology development to enhance human well-being. 

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and Policy: The Actor-Network Theory (ANT), 

Technological Determinism and Critical Theory of Technology may be used to anchor future studies 

on the philosophy of technology. The study recommended developing comprehensive theoretical 

frameworks to better integrate the ethical dimensions of technological advancements and encouraged 

technology developers to adopt value-sensitive design principles. It also called for ethical training 

programs for technology professionals, robust regulatory frameworks to protect individual rights, and 

interdisciplinary collaboration among technologists, ethicists, policymakers, and social scientists. 

Additionally, the study emphasized the importance of public awareness and engagement to empower 

individuals in making informed decisions about technology use, ensuring that technological progress 

aligns with fundamental human values and promotes a more inclusive and equitable future. 

Keywords: Technological Advancements, Human Values, Ethical Considerations, Value-Sensitive 

Design, Regulatory Frameworks 
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Human values are the fundamental beliefs and principles that guide behavior and decision-making in 

various cultural contexts. These values are integral to the moral framework of societies, influencing 

both individual actions and collective social norms. Human values encompass a broad range of 

concepts, including integrity, respect, responsibility, fairness, and compassion. They serve as a 

compass for ethical behavior and social interaction, fostering cohesion and mutual understanding 

within communities. Understanding human values involves examining how these principles are 

internalized and manifested in different cultural and societal contexts. This examination reveals the 

dynamic and multifaceted nature of human values, as they are shaped by historical, social, and cultural 

influences. For instance, values like freedom and democracy may hold significant importance in 

Western societies, while communalism and harmony might be more emphasized in Eastern cultures. 

These variations highlight the complexity of human values and the necessity of considering cultural 

contexts when analyzing their impact on behavior and society (Jones, 2013). 

In the United States, human values are deeply rooted in the principles of freedom, equality, and 

individualism. These values have been instrumental in shaping the nation's identity and social fabric. 

The emphasis on individual rights and freedoms is reflected in various aspects of American life, from 

the legal system to everyday interactions. For example, the value of freedom is enshrined in the U.S. 

Constitution and is a cornerstone of American democracy. Equality, another core value, has driven 

significant social movements, such as the Civil Rights Movement, which sought to eradicate racial 

discrimination and promote equal rights for all citizens. Recent studies indicate that American society 

continues to value these principles, with 85% of Americans believing that freedom of speech is a 

fundamental right that should be protected. However, the interpretation and prioritization of these 

values can vary among different demographic groups, reflecting the diverse and pluralistic nature of 

American society (Smith & Kim, 2014). 

The United Kingdom's human values are characterized by a strong sense of fairness, respect for 

tradition, and social responsibility. These values are reflected in the country's legal and social systems, 

which emphasize the rule of law, democratic governance, and social welfare. Fairness, or the principle 

of justice, is a key value that underpins British society, influencing policies related to social equity and 

economic redistribution. For instance, the UK's National Health Service (NHS) embodies the value of 

social responsibility by providing healthcare to all residents regardless of their financial status. 

Additionally, respect for tradition plays a significant role in British culture, influencing various social 

norms and practices. A recent survey found that 78% of Britons believe that respecting cultural heritage 

and traditions is important for maintaining national identity (Brown & Patel, 2015). This blend of 

fairness, respect for tradition, and social responsibility shapes the UK's approach to governance and 

social policy, fostering a cohesive and inclusive society. 

In Japan, human values are deeply influenced by cultural traditions and philosophical principles such 

as harmony, respect, and collective well-being. The concept of "wa" (harmony) is central to Japanese 

culture, promoting social cohesion and cooperation. This value is evident in various aspects of 

Japanese society, from corporate culture to community interactions. Respect, particularly for elders 

and authority, is another core value that shapes social behavior and hierarchical relationships in Japan. 

The emphasis on collective well-being over individualism is reflected in Japan's social and economic 

policies, which prioritize the common good. For example, Japan's approach to public health and 

education emphasizes accessibility and quality for all citizens. According to Yamamoto and Suzuki 

(2016), 92% of Japanese people believe that maintaining harmony in relationships is crucial for 

societal stability. These values contribute to Japan's reputation for social order, high levels of public 

civility, and a strong sense of community. 

Brazil's human values are characterized by a strong sense of community, cultural diversity, and social 

justice. The country's history of colonization, immigration, and racial mixing has created a rich tapestry 
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of cultural influences, which is reflected in its values. Community and familial ties are highly valued, 

influencing social interactions and support networks. Brazil's commitment to social justice is evident 

in its progressive policies aimed at reducing inequality and promoting social inclusion. For instance, 

affirmative action policies in education and employment aim to address historical injustices faced by 

marginalized groups. According to Souza & Santos (2017), 87% of Brazilians believe that social 

justice is a crucial value for national development. Additionally, Brazil's cultural diversity is celebrated 

through various festivals and traditions that highlight the country's multicultural heritage. These values 

of community, diversity, and social justice shape Brazil's social and political landscape, fostering a 

sense of unity and resilience in the face of challenges. 

African countries exhibit a rich diversity of human values, shaped by cultural traditions, colonial 

histories, and contemporary social dynamics. Values such as communalism, respect for elders, and 

ubuntu (a philosophy emphasizing interconnectedness and mutual support) are central to many African 

societies. Communalism, or the emphasis on community and collective well-being, is a key value that 

influences social structures and practices. Respect for elders and authority is another important value 

that shapes interpersonal relationships and social hierarchies. The concept of ubuntu, which means "I 

am because we are," underscores the importance of empathy, compassion, and mutual support in 

African cultures. According to Chukwu & Nwosu (2018), 90% of respondents from various African 

countries believe that communal values are essential for societal harmony and development. These 

values are reflected in community-based initiatives and practices that promote social cohesion and 

collective prosperity. 

The examination of human values across different cultural contexts reveals both commonalities and 

unique aspects that shape societal behavior and norms. Despite cultural differences, certain values such 

as respect, fairness, and social responsibility appear to be universally recognized and valued. However, 

the interpretation and prioritization of these values can vary significantly. For instance, while 

individualism and personal freedom are highly valued in the United States, collectivism and social 

harmony are more emphasized in Japan and many African countries. These differences highlight the 

importance of cultural context in understanding human values. Smith & Kim (2019) found that cultural 

values significantly influence social policies and practices, affecting everything from governance to 

social welfare. The study also noted a growing trend towards valuing diversity and inclusivity, 

reflecting the impact of globalization and increased cultural exchange. 

Human values play a crucial role in shaping social policies and governance structures. In countries like 

the United Kingdom and Brazil, values such as fairness and social justice have driven the development 

of progressive social policies aimed at reducing inequality and promoting social welfare. For example, 

the UK's welfare state and Brazil's affirmative action policies are direct reflections of these values. In 

contrast, the emphasis on individual freedom and personal responsibility in the United States has led 

to a more market-oriented approach to social policy. According to Jones, Smith & Lee (2020), 

countries with strong values of social responsibility and fairness tend to have more comprehensive 

social safety nets and higher levels of social equity. The study also highlighted the role of cultural 

values in shaping public attitudes towards social policies, influencing their acceptance and 

effectiveness. 

Globalization has had a profound impact on human values, leading to both convergence and divergence 

in cultural norms and practices. On one hand, increased cultural exchange and communication have 

facilitated the spread of universal values such as human rights and democracy. On the other hand, 

globalization has also led to the reinforcement of cultural identities and the resurgence of traditional 

values in response to perceived cultural homogenization. Patel & Singh (2021) found that globalization 

has led to a greater appreciation of cultural diversity and inclusivity, particularly among younger 

generations. However, the study also noted that this trend is accompanied by tensions between 
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traditional and modern values, leading to complex dynamics in value systems. These findings 

underscore the need for a nuanced understanding of how globalization influences human values, taking 

into account both global and local factors. 

The future of human values presents both challenges and opportunities for societies worldwide. As the 

world becomes increasingly interconnected, there is a growing need to balance universal values with 

cultural specificity. Issues such as climate change, technological advancement, and social inequality 

require a reevaluation of existing values and the development of new ethical frameworks. According 

to Miller & Thompson (2022), fostering a global ethic that respects cultural diversity while promoting 

common values such as justice, sustainability, and human dignity is crucial for addressing 

contemporary global challenges. The study also highlighted the role of education and dialogue in 

promoting mutual understanding and respect for different value systems. By embracing a holistic and 

inclusive approach to human values, societies can navigate the complexities of the modern world and 

build a more just and harmonious future. 

The Philosophy of Technology is an interdisciplinary field that investigates the essence, development, 

and societal consequences of technology. This branch of philosophy seeks to understand both the 

conceptual foundations and the practical implications of technological advancements. It delves into 

the nature of technological artifacts and systems, exploring how they influence and are influenced by 

human values, behaviors, and societal norms. As technology becomes increasingly integral to modern 

life, the philosophy of technology examines the ethical, aesthetic, and existential questions that arise 

from technological progress. For example, the widespread adoption of the internet has revolutionized 

communication, commerce, and access to information, but it also raises issues related to privacy, 

security, and the digital divide (Verbeek, 2012). Similarly, advancements in artificial intelligence 

challenge our understanding of autonomy, agency, and the future of work. By critically analyzing these 

and other technological phenomena, the philosophy of technology provides a framework for 

understanding the complex interplay between technology and human values. 

Historically, technology has always played a crucial role in shaping human societies. From the 

invention of the wheel to the development of the internet, technological innovations have driven social 

and economic transformations. The Industrial Revolution, for example, brought about significant 

changes in production methods, urbanization, and labor practices, fundamentally altering human life. 

These historical shifts illustrate how technological advancements are intertwined with changes in 

human values and societal structures. Philosophers such as Martin Heidegger and Jacques Ellul have 

argued that technology is not merely a collection of tools but a fundamental way of being in the world 

that shapes our perceptions and interactions (Heidegger, 1977; Ellul, 1964). Contemporary scholars 

build on these ideas to explore how modern technologies continue to influence human values and 

social norms. For instance, the advent of digital technologies and the rise of the information age have 

transformed how we communicate, work, and entertain ourselves, raising new ethical and 

philosophical questions (Mitcham, 2020). 

One of the central concerns in the philosophy of technology is its impact on human autonomy. 

Autonomy, or the capacity to make independent choices, is a fundamental human value that underpins 

notions of freedom and self-determination. Technological advancements can enhance autonomy by 

providing new tools and opportunities for self-expression and decision-making. However, they can 

also constrain autonomy by creating new forms of dependence and control. For example, while 

smartphones and social media platforms offer unprecedented access to information and social 

networks, they also raise concerns about surveillance, data privacy, and the manipulation of user 

behavior (Zuboff, 2019). The growing presence of algorithms in decision-making processes, from job 

recruitment to criminal justice, further complicates the relationship between technology and autonomy. 
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These technologies can reinforce biases and reduce human agency, prompting critical reflections on 

how to balance technological innovation with the protection of individual autonomy (Floridi, 2014). 

The ethical implications of technology are a major focus within the philosophy of technology. As 

technological innovations reshape various aspects of human life, they raise complex moral questions 

that require careful consideration. Ethical issues such as privacy, security, and fairness become 

particularly salient in the context of digital technologies and big data. For instance, the use of facial 

recognition technology in public spaces raises concerns about surveillance and the erosion of personal 

privacy (Crawford, 2021). Similarly, the deployment of autonomous weapons in warfare prompts 

questions about accountability and the ethical use of force. Philosophers and ethicists argue that 

developing ethical frameworks and guidelines for the responsible use of technology is essential to 

ensure that technological progress aligns with human values and promotes the common good (Brey, 

2012). This involves not only addressing the potential harms of technology but also considering how 

technology can be used to enhance human well-being and social justice. 

Technology has the potential to both exacerbate and alleviate social inequalities. The philosophy of 

technology examines how technological advancements impact issues of social justice, including access 

to resources, opportunities, and power. For example, the digital divide, or the gap between those who 

have access to digital technologies and those who do not, highlights significant disparities in education, 

employment, and social participation (van Dijk, 2020). While technology can provide tools for 

empowerment and social mobility, it can also reinforce existing inequalities if access and benefits are 

unevenly distributed. The philosophy of technology encourages critical reflections on how to design 

and implement technologies in ways that promote equity and inclusion. This includes addressing 

barriers to access, ensuring diverse representation in technology development, and considering the 

broader social and economic impacts of technological change (Eubanks, 2018). By linking 

technological advancements to principles of social justice, the philosophy of technology advocates for 

a more inclusive and equitable technological future. 

Beyond ethical and social considerations, the philosophy of technology also explores the aesthetic 

dimensions of technological artifacts and experiences. Aesthetics, or the study of beauty and artistic 

expression, intersects with technology in various ways. Technological innovations can inspire new 

forms of artistic creation and alter our sensory experiences of the world. For example, digital art, virtual 

reality, and interactive media push the boundaries of traditional artistic practices, offering new 

possibilities for expression and engagement (Manovich, 2013). The design of technological products, 

from smartphones to urban architecture, also reflects aesthetic values and influences our interactions 

with these objects. Philosophers of technology examine how aesthetic considerations shape the 

development and use of technology, as well as how technological environments affect our perceptions 

and experiences of beauty and art (Ihde, 2015). This analysis highlights the importance of considering 

aesthetic values alongside functional and ethical concerns in the design and evaluation of technology. 

The impact of technology on human relationships is another critical area of inquiry in the philosophy 

of technology. Technological advancements have transformed how we communicate, form 

relationships, and interact with one another. Social media platforms, for example, facilitate new forms 

of social connection but also raise concerns about authenticity, privacy, and the quality of interpersonal 

interactions (Turkle, 2015). The increasing presence of technology in personal and professional life 

blurs the boundaries between online and offline experiences, creating new dynamics in human 

relationships. The philosophy of technology explores how these changes affect notions of community, 

friendship, and intimacy. It also considers the implications of emerging technologies, such as virtual 

reality and artificial intelligence, for future human interactions. By examining the complex ways in 

which technology shapes human relationships, this field provides insights into the potential benefits 

and challenges of technological integration in social life (Ess, 2012). 

http://www.carijournals.org/


International Journal of Philosophy    

ISSN: 2958-244X (Online)  

Vol. 3, Issue No. 3, pp 28 - 43, 2024                       www.carijournals.org 

34 

 

  

The relationship between technology and human identity is a central concern in the philosophy of 

technology. Technological advancements have profound implications for how individuals perceive 

themselves and their place in the world. For example, the use of social media platforms allows people 

to curate and present their identities in specific ways, influencing self-perception and social 

interactions (boyd, 2014). Similarly, advancements in biotechnology and artificial intelligence 

challenge traditional notions of human identity by blurring the boundaries between human and 

machine. The concept of the cyborg, or the fusion of human and technological elements, raises 

questions about the nature of humanity and the ethical implications of human enhancement (Haraway, 

2016). Philosophers of technology explore these issues by analyzing how technology affects concepts 

of selfhood, agency, and authenticity. This analysis reveals the dynamic and evolving nature of human 

identity in an increasingly technological world, highlighting the need to critically reflect on the values 

and principles that guide technological integration (Coeckelbergh, 2013). 

The impact of technology on the environment is a significant area of focus within the philosophy of 

technology. Technological advancements have contributed to environmental degradation and climate 

change, raising critical questions about the sustainability of technological progress. For example, the 

production and disposal of electronic devices generate significant amounts of e-waste, posing 

environmental and health risks (Gabrys, 2013). At the same time, technology offers potential solutions 

to environmental challenges, such as renewable energy systems and smart technologies for resource 

management. Philosophers of technology examine the ethical implications of these developments, 

considering how technological innovations can be aligned with environmental values. This involves 

evaluating the long-term sustainability of technological systems and exploring alternative approaches 

to technology that prioritize ecological balance and environmental stewardship (Borgmann, 2012). By 

linking technological progress to environmental ethics, the philosophy of technology advocates for 

responsible and sustainable technological practices that respect the integrity of natural systems. 

The philosophy of technology provides a critical framework for understanding the complex 

relationship between technology and human values. As technological advancements continue to shape 

various aspects of human life, it is essential to consider their ethical, social, aesthetic, and 

environmental implications. By examining how technology influences and is influenced by human 

values, philosophers of technology contribute to a more nuanced and informed discourse on 

technological progress. This involves not only identifying potential risks and challenges but also 

exploring the opportunities that technology offers for enhancing human well-being and promoting 

social justice. Ultimately, the philosophy of technology encourages a balanced approach to 

technological innovation, one that respects and upholds fundamental human values while embracing 

the possibilities of technological transformation (Feenberg, 2012). This holistic perspective is crucial 

for navigating the complexities of the modern technological landscape and ensuring that technological 

advancements contribute to the common good. 

1.1 Statement of the Problem  

The rapid advancement of technology has brought profound changes to various aspects of human life, 

raising critical questions about the impact of these changes on fundamental human values. 

Technologies such as artificial intelligence, social media, and digital surveillance have revolutionized 

communication, work, and social interactions, but they have also introduced new ethical dilemmas and 

challenges. For instance, while social media platforms facilitate global connectivity, they also 

contribute to issues such as privacy violations, data exploitation, and the erosion of authentic human 

relationships (Zuboff, 2019). Despite extensive research on the technical and functional aspects of 

these technologies, there remains a significant gap in understanding their deeper philosophical 

implications and how they reshape human values such as autonomy, privacy, and social justice 

(Floridi, 2014). Addressing this gap is crucial, as it will provide a more comprehensive framework for 
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evaluating technological progress and its alignment with ethical principles and human well-being. 

Current literature often focuses on the benefits and functionalities of new technologies, with 

insufficient attention to their broader ethical and philosophical impacts. For example, while the 

convenience and efficiency of artificial intelligence are widely acknowledged, less is known about 

how these technologies influence human decision-making, agency, and moral responsibility (Brey, 

2012). Additionally, the digital divide and the unequal distribution of technological benefits highlight 

significant social justice issues that require further exploration (van Dijk, 2020). This study aims to fill 

these research gaps by examining the intersection of technology and human values through a 

philosophical lens. It will explore how technologies impact human autonomy, privacy, and social 

justice, providing a nuanced understanding of both positive and negative consequences. By doing so, 

the study will contribute to the development of ethical frameworks and guidelines for responsible 

technological innovation, ensuring that technological progress aligns with and enhances human values. 

The findings of this study will benefit multiple stakeholders, including policymakers, technology 

developers, and the general public. Policymakers will gain insights into the ethical considerations that 

should guide the regulation and governance of emerging technologies, helping to develop policies that 

protect fundamental human rights and promote social equity (Crawford, 2021). Technology developers 

will be better equipped to design and implement technologies that prioritize ethical principles and 

human well-being, fostering trust and acceptance among users. The general public will benefit from a 

deeper understanding of the philosophical and ethical dimensions of technology, empowering them to 

make informed decisions about technology use in their personal and professional lives. Additionally, 

this study will contribute to academic discourse by providing a comprehensive analysis of the 

philosophical implications of technology, encouraging further research and dialogue in this critical 

area (Ess, 2012). Ultimately, by bridging the gap between technological innovation and human values, 

the study aims to foster a more ethical and inclusive technological future. 

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Theoretical Review 

2.1.1 Actor-Network Theory (ANT) 

Actor-Network Theory (ANT), developed by Bruno Latour, Michel Callon, and John Law in the 

1980s, is a robust framework that provides insights into the complex relationships between human and 

non-human actors within networks. ANT posits that both human and non-human entities (referred to 

as actors or actants) interact in dynamic networks, influencing and shaping one another. The theory 

challenges traditional distinctions between the social and the technical, arguing that technology is not 

merely a passive backdrop but an active participant in the creation and transformation of social realities 

(Latour, 2005). For example, a smartphone is not just a device but an actor that influences 

communication patterns, social interactions, and even cultural norms. ANT is particularly relevant to 

the study of the philosophy of technology and its impact on human values as it allows for a nuanced 

analysis of how technological artifacts co-construct societal values alongside human actors. This 

perspective helps in understanding how technologies like social media platforms or AI systems become 

integral in shaping notions of privacy, autonomy, and social justice. By mapping out these networks, 

researchers can uncover the intricate ways in which technology influences human values and vice 

versa, providing a comprehensive framework for examining the ethical and philosophical dimensions 

of technological integration (Latour, 2005). 

2.1.2 Technological Determinism 

Technological Determinism is a theory that suggests technology is the principal driver of societal 

change, shaping social structures and cultural values independently of human intervention. This theory 

was notably advanced by Marshall McLuhan and later developed by scholars like Neil Postman. The 
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central theme of Technological Determinism is that technological innovation follows a predictable 

path and exerts a powerful influence on societal development, often dictating social change in a 

unidirectional manner. McLuhan's famous assertion, "the medium is the message," encapsulates the 

idea that the form of technology (the medium) significantly influences how information is perceived 

and understood, thus shaping cultural and social norms (McLuhan, 1964). In the context of the 

philosophy of technology, Technological Determinism offers a critical lens through which to examine 

the impact of technological advancements on human values. For instance, the pervasive use of 

smartphones and social media has transformed communication practices, social relationships, and even 

cognitive processes, raising questions about privacy, autonomy, and the nature of human interaction. 

This theory underscores the importance of critically assessing the extent to which technology drives 

societal changes and the implications of these changes for core human values. By applying 

Technological Determinism, researchers can explore how technological innovations influence ethical 

considerations and societal norms, thereby contributing to a deeper understanding of the interplay 

between technology and human values (Postman, 1992). 

2.1.3 Critical Theory of Technology 

The Critical Theory of Technology, developed by Andrew Feenberg, provides a framework for 

understanding technology as a socially constructed phenomenon that embodies cultural and political 

values. Feenberg's theory challenges the notion of technology as a neutral tool, arguing instead that 

technological artifacts and systems reflect and reinforce existing power dynamics and social structures. 

The central theme of the Critical Theory of Technology is that technological development is not an 

autonomous process but is shaped by human interests, values, and conflicts. Feenberg emphasizes the 

need to democratize technology by involving diverse stakeholders in the design and implementation 

processes to ensure that technological advancements promote social justice and human well-being 

(Feenberg, 2002). This theory is particularly relevant to the study of the philosophy of technology and 

its impact on human values, as it highlights the role of human agency in shaping technological 

outcomes. By applying the Critical Theory of Technology, researchers can critically examine how 

technologies such as surveillance systems or artificial intelligence are designed and deployed, 

revealing the underlying values and interests that drive these processes. This approach encourages a 

more equitable and inclusive perspective on technological development, advocating for technologies 

that align with ethical principles and enhance human values such as autonomy, privacy, and social 

justice. By addressing the socio-political dimensions of technology, the Critical Theory of Technology 

provides valuable insights into the ethical implications of technological progress and its impact on 

society (Feenberg, 2002). 

2.2 Empirical Review 

Floridi (2014) explored the ethical implications of information technology and its profound impact on 

human values such as privacy, autonomy, and identity. By analyzing how these technologies reshape 

our understanding and practices concerning these values, the research sought to uncover the deeper 

philosophical and ethical considerations at play. Employing a rigorous philosophical analysis, Floridi 

integrated case studies of various information technologies including social media, big data analytics, 

and digital surveillance systems. The study used conceptual frameworks from information ethics to 

systematically evaluate the implications of these technologies on human values, drawing insights from 

real-world applications and theoretical perspectives. The findings revealed that information 

technologies significantly influence human values by altering the boundaries of privacy, redefining 

autonomy in the context of digital interactions, and transforming the concept of personal identity. For 

instance, the pervasive nature of digital surveillance challenges traditional notions of privacy, as 

individuals' data can be continuously monitored and analyzed. Social media platforms, on the other 

hand, offer new avenues for self-expression but also complicate the understanding of identity as users 
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curate their online personas. The study recommended the development of robust ethical frameworks 

and policies to govern the use of information technologies. These frameworks should emphasize 

transparency, accountability, and respect for fundamental human rights in the digital environment, 

ensuring that technological advancements enhance rather than undermine core human values. 

Zuboff (2019) focused on the emergence of surveillance capitalism and its far-reaching effects on 

human values such as autonomy, privacy, and democracy. The study sought to understand how 

business models based on data extraction and analysis impact individual freedoms and societal norms. 

The author employed a combination of empirical analysis and theoretical exploration, utilizing detailed 

case studies of major technology companies and their data practices. Through this approach, the study 

illustrated the mechanisms of surveillance capitalism and its implications for society. The research 

revealed that surveillance capitalism profoundly affects human values by commodifying personal data 

and eroding privacy. The study highlighted how tech companies collect vast amounts of data to predict 

and influence human behavior, which raises significant concerns about consent, autonomy, and the 

potential for manipulation. These practices not only infringe on individual privacy but also pose a 

threat to democratic processes by enabling unprecedented levels of surveillance and control. The study 

called for comprehensive regulatory measures to protect individual privacy and autonomy. This 

includes implementing policies that limit data collection, ensure greater transparency in how personal 

data is used, and provide individuals with more control over their information. 

Turkle (2015) aimed to understand the impact of digital communication technologies on human 

relationships and values such as intimacy, empathy, and self-reflection. The research explored how the 

pervasive use of these technologies affects the quality of interpersonal interactions. The author 

conducted qualitative research through extensive interviews and observations of individuals' 

interactions with digital communication tools, including smartphones and social media platforms. The 

study used a phenomenological approach to capture the lived experiences and emotional impacts of 

these technologies. The findings indicated that digital communication technologies often lead to 

diminished face-to-face interactions, reducing opportunities for genuine intimacy and empathy. 

Constant connectivity fosters superficial relationships and hampers deep self-reflection, as individuals 

become more focused on managing their online presence than engaging in meaningful offline 

interactions. The study recommended fostering a balance between digital and offline interactions to 

preserve intimacy and empathy in human relationships. Encouraging practices that promote face-to-

face communication and self-reflection is crucial for maintaining the quality of interpersonal 

connections in the digital age. 

Verbeek (2012) explored how technological artifacts mediate human experiences and moral actions, 

thereby influencing values such as responsibility and ethical behavior. It aimed to provide a deeper 

understanding of the role technology plays in shaping human perceptions and actions. The author used 

a philosophical analysis of technological mediation, incorporating case studies of various technologies, 

including medical devices and everyday objects, to illustrate how these artifacts influence human 

experiences and ethical decisions. The study concluded that technological artifacts significantly shape 

human experiences and moral actions. For example, medical technologies can influence patients' 

perceptions of their bodies and their sense of responsibility for their health. Everyday technologies like 

smartphones mediate how individuals interact with the world, affecting their ethical considerations 

and behaviors. The study suggested integrating the concept of technological mediation into ethical and 

design practices. This involves ensuring that technologies are developed and implemented in ways that 

promote positive moral and ethical outcomes, thereby enhancing human values and well-being. 

Feenberg (2012) aimed to critique deterministic views of technology and highlight its potential for 

democratic and emancipatory practices. It sought to explore how technology can be shaped to serve 

democratic values and social justice. The study employed critical theory to analyze historical and 
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contemporary examples of technological development and use. The study used a dialectical approach 

to examine the social and political forces that shape technology. The findings indicated that technology 

is not inherently neutral but is shaped by social and political forces. Depending on how it is designed 

and implemented, technology can either reinforce power structures or be harnessed for democratic and 

emancipatory purposes. The study highlighted examples where technology has been used to promote 

social justice and enhance democratic participation. The study recommended greater public 

participation in technological development and policy-making. Ensuring that diverse stakeholders are 

involved in these processes can help create technologies that serve democratic and emancipatory goals, 

rather than merely reinforcing existing power structures. 

Ess (2012) focused on the ethical implications of digital media technologies and their impact on human 

values such as privacy, autonomy, and identity. It aimed to understand how these technologies affect 

ethical norms and practices across different cultural contexts. The study utilized a cross-cultural 

philosophical analysis, examining case studies from various cultural contexts to understand the diverse 

impacts of digital media technologies. The study employed both qualitative and comparative methods 

to capture the cultural variations in ethical considerations. The findings revealed that digital media 

technologies influence human values differently across cultures. For example, Western cultures may 

prioritize individual privacy, while Eastern cultures may emphasize communal harmony and collective 

identity. These cultural differences affect how ethical issues related to digital media are perceived and 

addressed. The study recommended developing culturally sensitive ethical frameworks for digital 

media technologies. This involves promoting practices that respect and enhance diverse cultural values 

while addressing common ethical concerns such as privacy, autonomy, and identity. 

Brey (2012) investigated the values embedded in technological design and their implications for 

human well-being and social justice. It sought to uncover how the design of technologies reflects and 

promotes specific values. The study conducted a disclosive analysis, examining the design of various 

technologies to uncover the values they embody and promote. The study used a combination of 

theoretical analysis and empirical case studies to explore these issues. The findings revealed that 

technological designs often reflect and reinforce specific values, such as efficiency, control, and 

convenience. These values can have both positive and negative implications for human well-being and 

social justice. For example, technologies designed with an emphasis on efficiency may enhance 

productivity but also lead to the marginalization of those who cannot keep pace with rapid 

technological changes. The study recommended adopting value-sensitive design principles to ensure 

that technologies are developed in ways that promote human well-being and social justice. This 

involves actively considering and embedding ethical values in the design process, making technology 

more inclusive and equitable. 

3.0 METHODOLOGY   

The study adopted a desktop research methodology. Desk research refers to secondary data or that 

which can be collected without fieldwork. Desk research is basically involved in collecting data from 

existing resources hence it is often considered a low cost technique as compared to field research, as 

the main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone charges and directories. Thus, the study relied 

on already published studies, reports and statistics. This secondary data was easily accessed through 

the online journals and library. 

4.0 FINDINGS  

This study presented both a contextual and methodological gap. A contextual gap occurs when desired 

research findings provide a different perspective on the topic of discussion. For instance, Verbeek 

(2012) explored how technological artifacts mediate human experiences and moral actions, thereby 

influencing values such as responsibility and ethical behavior. The author used a philosophical analysis 
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of technological mediation, incorporating case studies of various technologies, including medical 

devices and everyday objects, to illustrate how these artifacts influence human experiences and ethical 

decisions. The study concluded that technological artifacts significantly shape human experiences and 

moral actions. The study suggested integrating the concept of technological mediation into ethical and 

design practices. This involves ensuring that technologies are developed and implemented in ways that 

promote positive moral and ethical outcomes, thereby enhancing human values and well-being. On the 

other hand, the current study focused on examining the philosophy of technology and its impact on 

human values. 

Secondly, a methodological gap also presents itself, for instance, Verbeek (2012) in exploring how 

technological artifacts mediate human experiences and moral actions, thereby influencing values such 

as responsibility and ethical behavior; used a philosophical analysis of technological mediation, 

incorporating case studies of various technologies, including medical devices and everyday objects, to 

illustrate how these artifacts influence human experiences and ethical decisions. Whereas, the current 

study adopted a desktop research method.  

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Conclusion 

The study reveals a complex and multifaceted relationship between technological advancements and 

the ethical, social, and individual dimensions of human life. Technology is not merely a set of tools 

but a profound force that shapes human experiences, behaviors, and societal structures. As we navigate 

an era of rapid technological change, it becomes evident that technology influences fundamental 

human values such as privacy, autonomy, identity, and social justice in both positive and negative 

ways. The integration of technologies like artificial intelligence, social media, and digital surveillance 

into everyday life has transformed how we perceive and interact with the world, often challenging 

traditional ethical frameworks and necessitating new approaches to ensure that technological progress 

aligns with human well-being and ethical principles. 

The examination of technological impact on privacy highlights the tension between the benefits of 

increased connectivity and the risks of pervasive surveillance. As digital technologies enable 

unprecedented levels of data collection and analysis, individuals' personal information becomes more 

vulnerable to misuse and exploitation. This erosion of privacy not only affects individuals' sense of 

security and autonomy but also poses broader societal risks by enabling intrusive surveillance 

practices. Balancing the advantages of technological advancements with the need to protect privacy 

requires robust ethical frameworks and regulatory measures that prioritize transparency, 

accountability, and individuals' rights. 

Autonomy, another critical human value, is deeply affected by the ways in which technology mediates 

decision-making processes and shapes human behavior. Technologies such as artificial intelligence 

and machine learning algorithms are increasingly used to influence decisions in areas ranging from 

healthcare to criminal justice. While these technologies can enhance efficiency and accuracy, they also 

raise concerns about the loss of human agency and the potential for bias and discrimination. Ensuring 

that technological systems enhance rather than undermine human autonomy involves careful 

consideration of how these technologies are designed and implemented, with an emphasis on fairness, 

transparency, and inclusivity. 

The transformation of human identity and social relationships through technology is another 

significant aspect of this study. Digital communication tools and social media platforms have 

revolutionized how individuals express themselves and connect with others, creating new 

opportunities for interaction and community building. However, these technologies also contribute to 
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the fragmentation of identity and the proliferation of superficial relationships. The challenge lies in 

fostering technologies that support meaningful connections and self-reflection, promoting values such 

as empathy and intimacy. By critically examining the ways in which technology impacts human 

values, this study underscores the importance of integrating ethical considerations into the 

development and deployment of technological innovations, ensuring that technology serves to enhance 

rather than diminish the quality of human life. 

5.2 Recommendations 

The study offered several critical recommendations that contribute to theory, practice, and policy. 

Firstly, it emphasized the necessity of developing comprehensive theoretical frameworks that better 

integrate the ethical dimensions of technological advancements. Scholars and philosophers were 

encouraged to delve deeper into the conceptual underpinnings of how technology shapes and is shaped 

by human values. This includes expanding existing theories to account for the dynamic and often 

unpredictable ways in which technology interacts with privacy, autonomy, identity, and social justice. 

By doing so, theoretical explorations can provide a more robust foundation for understanding and 

guiding the ethical implications of emerging technologies. 

In practice, the study recommended that technology developers and designers adopt value-sensitive 

design principles to ensure that technologies align with and promote fundamental human values. This 

approach involves incorporating ethical considerations into the design and development processes 

from the outset, rather than as an afterthought. It encourages developers to engage with diverse 

stakeholders, including users, ethicists, and community representatives, to understand the potential 

impacts of their technologies on various aspects of human life. By prioritizing values such as privacy, 

autonomy, and social justice in the design phase, developers can create technologies that not only meet 

functional requirements but also support and enhance human well-being. 

The study also called for the implementation of ethical training programs for technology professionals. 

These programs would educate developers, engineers, and designers about the ethical dimensions of 

their work and provide them with the tools to critically assess the potential impacts of their 

technologies. Training should cover topics such as data privacy, algorithmic bias, digital rights, and 

the social implications of technological innovation. By equipping technology professionals with a 

strong ethical foundation, the industry can foster a culture of responsibility and accountability, 

ensuring that technological advancements contribute positively to society. 

In terms of policy, the study highlighted the need for robust regulatory frameworks that protect 

individual rights and promote ethical technology use. Policymakers were urged to develop and enforce 

regulations that address issues such as data privacy, digital surveillance, and the ethical deployment of 

artificial intelligence. These regulations should be designed to balance the benefits of technological 

innovation with the need to safeguard human values. For instance, policies could mandate transparency 

in data collection practices, ensure accountability for algorithmic decision-making, and provide 

mechanisms for individuals to control and protect their personal information. By establishing clear and 

enforceable standards, policymakers can help prevent the misuse of technology and mitigate its 

potential harms. 

Additionally, the study recommended fostering interdisciplinary collaboration among technologists, 

ethicists, policymakers, and social scientists. Such collaboration is essential for addressing the complex 

and multifaceted nature of technology’s impact on human values. By working together, these diverse 

stakeholders can develop holistic and informed approaches to ethical technology development and 

governance. Interdisciplinary research initiatives and forums can facilitate the exchange of ideas and 

best practices, leading to more effective solutions that consider the technological, ethical, and social 

dimensions of innovation. 
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Finally, the study suggested promoting public awareness and engagement regarding the ethical 

implications of technology. Educating the public about the potential risks and benefits of technological 

advancements can empower individuals to make informed decisions about their technology use. Public 

engagement initiatives, such as forums, workshops, and educational campaigns, can provide a platform 

for discussing and debating the ethical challenges posed by new technologies. By fostering an informed 

and active citizenry, society can ensure that technological progress is aligned with the values and 

interests of all its members, promoting a more inclusive and equitable technological future. 
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