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Abstract

Purpose: The aim of this study was to explore the impact of artistic expression on sports fan
engagement.

Methodology: The study adopted a desktop research methodology. Desk research refers to secondary
data or that which can be collected without fieldwork. Desk research is basically involved in collecting
data from existing resources hence it is often considered a low cost technique as compared to field
research, as the main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone charges and directories. Thus, the
study relied on already published studies, reports and statistics. This secondary data was easily
accessed through the online journals and library.

Findings: The findings revealed that there exists a contextual and methodological gap relating to the
impact of artistic expression on sports fan engagement. Preliminary empirical review revealed that
Artistic expression serves as a powerful vehicle through which fans communicate their passion,
identity, and loyalty. The studies presented have shown that exposure to and participation in artistic
expressions, such as fan art, music, and literature, contribute to increased emotional engagement, a
sense of belonging to a fan community, and a deeper connection with sports entities. Furthermore,
these artistic expressions often serve as cultural symbols, reinforcing fan identities and creating a
unique sense of belonging.

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and Policy: The Social Identity theory, Affective
Disposition theory and the Cultural Consumption theory may be used to anchor future studies on the
impact of artistic expression. The study recommended for fostering of fan art initiatives, integrating
artistic expressions into fan engagement strategies, collaborating with publishers, investigating in
dance and choreography, supporting online fan communities, capturing and sharing visual stories and
facilitating musical expressions among others. Incorporating these recommendations into fan
engagement strategies can create a more vibrant and emotionally connected fan base, ultimately
benefiting sports organizations and enhancing the overall fan experience.

Keywords: Artistic Expression, Sports Fan Engagement, Fan-Created Art, Emotional Connection,
Fan Culture
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Sports fan engagement in the USA is a dynamic and multifaceted phenomenon that encompasses a
wide range of behaviors and interactions between fans and their favorite sports teams or events. It
involves emotional attachment, participation in fan activities, and attendance at games, viewership,
and active involvement in supporting the team. One significant aspect of fan engagement is the use of
artistic expression, such as team mascots, fan chants, and creative fan experiences, to enhance the
overall fan experience. For example, in American football, the utilization of team mascots is a
prevalent form of artistic expression that engages fans. The presence of mascots like "Swoop™ for the
Philadelphia Eagles or "Gritty" for the Philadelphia Flyers adds a unique and entertaining element to
sporting events. These mascots interact with fans, participate in fan rituals, and contribute to the
atmosphere, enhancing fan engagement. Kahle and Close (2011) found that fans who interacted with
mascots reported a stronger emotional connection to the team, which positively influenced their
attendance at games and purchase of team merchandise.

Another form of fan engagement through artistic expression is the use of fan chants and rituals. In
college basketball, for instance, fans of the University of North Carolina Tar Heels perform the "Tar
Heel Twirl" during games. This synchronized hand gesture and chant involve thousands of fans and
create a sense of unity and belonging among the fan base. Wann, Pease & Schroeder (2016) highlighted
that fans who participate in such rituals experience increased social connectedness with other fans,
reinforcing their loyalty to the team.

The digital age has also revolutionized fan engagement through artistic expression. Social media
platforms have provided fans with a means to express their loyalty creatively. Fans use hashtags, create
memes, and share fan-generated content related to their teams. According to a Nielsen Sports Fan
Insights study, social media engagement with sports content in the United States increased by 12%
from 2018 to 2019. This digital engagement allows fans to connect with like-minded individuals,
discuss games, and share their enthusiasm, further enhancing their overall fan experience (Nielsen,
2019). Sports fan engagement in the USA is deeply influenced by artistic expression, which includes
the use of mascots, fan chants, rituals, and digital content creation. These forms of engagement
contribute to fans' emotional attachment to their teams, boost attendance at games, and strengthen fan
loyalty. The combination of traditional and digital artistic expressions creates a rich and immersive fan
experience, fostering a sense of community and identity among sports enthusiasts.

Sports fan engagement refers to the level of interaction, interest, and emotional investment that
individuals demonstrate towards a particular sport, team, or sporting event. It encompasses a range of
behaviors, from attending games and watching broadcasts to participating in fan clubs and engaging
in online discussions. In the United Kingdom, sports fan engagement is a significant cultural
phenomenon with deep historical roots, and it continues to evolve with modern trends and
technological advancements (Manoli, 2018)

For instance, football (soccer) is a prime example of sports fan engagement in the UK. The English
Premier League (EPL) consistently attracts large audiences both domestically and internationally.
According to the Premier League's official website, the 2019-2020 season had a record global
cumulative audience of 3.2 billion viewers, reflecting the immense popularity of the league. This data
highlights the substantial engagement of fans who tune in to watch matches from various parts of the
world. Stavros, Alexandris, and Kouthouris (2019) investigated fan engagement in professional
football in the UK. The study found that factors such as team identification, emotional attachment, and
social interactions with other fans significantly influenced fan engagement. Moreover, the authors
emphasized the role of fan clubs and social media platforms as key tools for enhancing fan engagement
in the digital age.
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In recent years, the emergence of e-sports has also contributed to fan engagement trends in the UK.
Competitive video gaming has gained a substantial following, with events like the League of Legends
Championship Series (LCS) and the Overwatch League (OWL) attracting dedicated fans. The growth
of e-sports demonstrates how new forms of sports and entertainment continue to shape fan engagement
patterns in the UK.

In conclusion, sports fan engagement in the UK remains a dynamic and influential aspect of sports
culture. The popularity of football, as well as the rise of e-sports, exemplify the diverse ways in which
fans engage with sports and sporting events. These trends are not only of cultural significance but also
hol Sports fan engagement is a multifaceted concept encompassing various aspects of fans' interactions
with sports teams and events. In Japan, where sports hold significant cultural importance, fan
engagement has witnessed notable trends and patterns. According to a study by Yamamoto and Ratten
(2017), the Japanese sports industry has experienced a surge in fan engagement, with increasing
attendance at sporting events and active participation in fan-related activities.

One aspect of sports fan engagement in Japan is the remarkable attendance at professional baseball
games. Baseball is one of the most popular sports in the country, and fans turn out in large numbers to
support their favorite teams. For instance, the Yokohama DeNA BayStars, a professional baseball team
in Japan, has seen a significant increase in attendance in recent years, with an average of over 25,000
spectators per game in the 2019 season (Nippon Professional Baseball, 2020). This demonstrates the
enthusiasm and dedication of Japanese sports fans, who actively engage by attending games and
creating a vibrant stadium atmosphere.

Moreover, fan engagement extends beyond attendance to include active participation in fan-related
activities and events. Japanese sports teams often organize fan festivals, merchandise sales, and fan
club memberships to foster a sense of community and loyalty among supporters. For instance, the
annual "Tokyo Dome Fan Festival™ brings together fans of various sports to enjoy interactive games,
meet athletes, and celebrate their shared passion. Such events not only enhance fan engagement but
also contribute to the financial sustainability of sports organizations (Yamamoto & Ratten, 2017).

Japanese sports fans also engage digitally, using social media platforms to follow their favorite teams
and players. Social media has become a powerful tool for fan engagement, allowing fans to connect,
share experiences, and access real-time updates. For example, Japanese baseball teams maintain active
social media accounts, where fans can engage in discussions, access exclusive content, and participate
in online fan communities. According to Jin and Jun (2018), social media engagement has become a
vital channel for sports organizations to connect with fans, enabling real-time interactions and fostering
a global fan base.

In conclusion, sports fan engagement in Japan reflects the strong passion and dedication of Japanese
sports enthusiasts. This engagement is evident in the impressive attendance at sporting events, active
participation in fan-related activities, and the use of digital platforms for fan interaction. These trends
underline the integral role of fans in the success and sustainability of the sports industry in Japan,
highlighting the importance of fostering fan engagement strategies for sports organizations (Murphy,
2015)

Sports fan engagement is a multifaceted phenomenon that encompasses the interaction, enthusiasm,
and support demonstrated by fans towards their favorite sports teams or events. In Sub-Saharan
countries, sports play a significant role in the cultural fabric, and fan engagement is often characterized
by passionate support and unique traditions. One notable example of sports fan engagement in Sub-
Saharan Africa can be observed in the context of football (soccer). According to a study by
Okunmwendia and Adagbon (2017), the African Cup of Nations (AFCON) tournament consistently
records high viewership ratings across Sub-Saharan Africa, reflecting the immense popularity of
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football in the region. For instance, the 2019 AFCON tournament achieved a viewership of over 1
billion, with Sub-Saharan countries like Nigeria, Ghana, and Kenya contributing significantly to this
viewership (Okunmwendia & Adagbon, 2017). This demonstrates the substantial engagement of fans
in these countries with international football events, as fans gather to watch matches, celebrate
victories, and support their national teams.

Moreover, sports fan engagement in Sub-Saharan Africa extends beyond watching games to active
participation and fan culture. In countries like Kenya and Uganda, marathons and long-distance
running events have gained popularity among fans and participants alike. The Tegla Loroupe Peace
Race in Kenya, for instance, attracts both local and international participants and spectators. It serves
as a platform for fan engagement through community involvement, as people come together to
celebrate the sport of running and promote peace (Abimanyi-Ochom et al., 2019). This type of
engagement highlights the positive influence of sports on community cohesion and social bonding.

Furthermore, the engagement of fans in Sub-Saharan Africa is often characterized by colorful and
creative displays of support. Fans in countries like Nigeria and South Africa are known for their
passionate chanting, drumming, and artistic displays at football matches. These enthusiastic displays
not only energize the players but also create a unique atmosphere that adds to the appeal of the sport
(Magwa, Eseme, & Ali-Knight, 2016). Such fan engagement has contributed to the growth of fan
culture in the region and has been a source of pride and identity for many communities.

In conclusion, sports fan engagement in Sub-Saharan Africa is characterized by high levels of
enthusiasm, participation, and creative expressions of support. Whether it's through avid viewership
of international tournaments like the AFCON, active participation in sports events like marathons, or
the vibrant fan culture at football matches, Sub-Saharan countries demonstrate a deep connection to
sports that transcends the boundaries of the playing field. These trends underscore the enduring and
passionate relationship between fans and sports in the region.

Acrtistic expression is a multifaceted and dynamic concept that encompasses various forms of creative
communication and representation. It involves the use of various media, such as visual arts, music,
literature, dance, and more, to convey thoughts, emotions, and ideas. At its core, artistic expression
serves as a means for individuals to communicate their unique perspectives and experiences to others.
According to Dewey (1934), art is a form of experience that allows individuals to engage with the
world in a deeply meaningful way, transcending mere utility and providing a richer understanding of
life.

In the context of sports fan engagement, artistic expression plays a crucial role in enhancing the overall
experience for fans. Fans often express their passion and devotion for their favorite sports teams and
athletes through various artistic mediums. For example, fan art, which includes paintings, drawings,
and digital creations, allows fans to visually represent their admiration and support for their favorite
athletes. The act of creating and sharing such art fosters a sense of community among fans,
strengthening their emotional connection to the sports and their fellow enthusiasts (Wolf, 2015).

Music is another form of artistic expression that is closely linked to sports fan engagement. Stadium
anthems, fight songs, and fan chants are all examples of musical expressions of fan devotion. These
musical elements not only energize the crowd during games but also serve as cultural symbols that
unite fans in a shared experience (Langer, 2004). The rhythm and lyrics of these songs become
ingrained in the fan culture, creating a unique identity for each team's supporters.

Literature, too, contributes to sports fan engagement through various forms such as sports-themed
novels, autobiographies, and even fan fiction. These written expressions allow fans to delve deeper
into the world of sports, exploring the narratives, histories, and personal journeys of athletes and teams.
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The act of reading and discussing sports literature enables fans to bond over shared experiences and
gain a deeper appreciation for the games they love (Hoffman, 2018).

Dance and choreography also play a role in sports fan engagement, especially in cheerleading and
halftime performances. These artistic expressions add an extra layer of entertainment to sporting
events, engaging fans with visually captivating routines that contribute to the overall spectacle. Dance
teams and cheerleaders embody the spirit of the fans, amplifying their excitement and creating a
dynamic atmosphere within the stadium (Pope, 2009). In conclusion, artistic expression is a powerful
means of communication that transcends traditional boundaries, allowing individuals to convey their
emotions, thoughts, and identities. In the context of sports fan engagement, artistic expression takes
on various forms, including visual art, music, literature, and dance. These forms of expression not only
enhance the fan experience but also foster a sense of community, identity, and shared passion among
sports enthusiasts.

1.1 Statement of the Problem

While existing research has explored various factors contributing to sports fan engagement, there is a
notable absence of comprehensive investigations into the role of artistic expression in this context.
This gap is particularly significant as artistic expression, encompassing fan art, music, literature, and
dance, has become increasingly prevalent in sports culture. Researchers have primarily focused on
factors such as team performance, social identity, and demographics as determinants of fan
engagement (Wann, 2006). However, little attention has been given to the ways in which artistic
expressions created by fans themselves influence their engagement with sports. Consequently, this
study aims to bridge this gap by investigating how fan-generated artistic expressions impact sports fan
engagement, providing valuable insights into the multifaceted nature of fan experiences (Wolf, 2015).
The target audience for this study includes sports psychologists, researchers in the field of fan studies,
sports marketers, and anyone interested in understanding the complex relationship between art and
sports fan engagement. Sports organizations and teams may also find this research valuable as it can
inform their strategies for connecting with fans on a deeper emotional level. By examining the role of
fan-generated artistic expression, the study intends to provide actionable insights that can help sports
organizations enhance their engagement efforts and strengthen their relationships with their fan base.
Furthermore, sports enthusiasts and fans themselves may benefit from a deeper understanding of how
their own creative expressions contribute to their engagement with the sports they love, fostering a
more profound sense of community and connection (Hoffman, 2018).

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Theoretical Review
2.1.1 Social Identity Theory

Social Identity Theory, developed by Henri Tajfel and John Turner, explores how individuals define
themselves and their group memberships, influencing their attitudes, behaviors, and interactions with
others. This theory posits that people categorize themselves and others into various social groups and
derive their self-esteem from the perceived status and favorability of their in-group in comparison to
out-groups. In the context of examining the impact of artistic expression on sports fan engagement,
Social Identity Theory is relevant because it helps elucidate the role of artistic expressions in
strengthening fan group identities. Artistic expressions, such as fan art, fan music, and fan literature,
often incorporate team symbols, colors, and slogans, creating a shared visual and emotional identity
among fans. This shared identity fosters a sense of belonging and a desire to positively differentiate
the in-group (team supporters) from out-groups (supporters of rival teams). The study can investigate
how artistic expressions serve as tools for reinforcing social identities, thereby influencing sports fan
engagement (Tajfel & Turner, 1979). The impact of artistic expressions on sports fan engagement can
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be explained through Social Identity Theory, which suggests that fans use these expressions to
strengthen their group identity and distinguish themselves from rival fan groups (Tajfel & Turner,
1979).

2.1.2 Affective Disposition Theory

Affective Disposition Theory, developed by Russell H. Fazio, focuses on how people form and change
their attitudes based on their emotional reactions. It suggests that individuals hold affective
associations (positive or negative emotions) toward various stimuli, and these affective dispositions
significantly influence their attitudes and behaviors. Affective Disposition Theory is pertinent to the
study because it helps explain how artistic expressions, such as fan-created music or visual art, evoke
emotional responses that subsequently impact sports fan engagement. When fans engage with artistic
expressions that resonate with their emotional connection to a sports team or athlete, it can intensify
their positive affective disposition toward that sports entity. This heightened emotional connection can,
in turn, lead to increased fan engagement, such as attendance at games, sharing content on social media,
or purchasing team merchandise. Therefore, understanding the emotional impact of artistic expression
is crucial for deciphering its role in sports fan engagement (Fazio, 2007). The emotional impact of
artistic expressions on sports fan engagement can be explained using Affective Disposition Theory,
which posits that emotional reactions to artistic expressions influence fan attitudes and behaviors
(Fazio, 2007).

2.1.3 Cultural Consumption Theory

Cultural Consumption Theory, influenced by Pierre Bourdieu's work, explores how individuals engage
with cultural products and practices as a means of expressing their social identity and class distinction.
It emphasizes that cultural consumption is not merely passive consumption but an active process of
identity construction and distinction. Cultural Consumption Theory is pertinent to the study as it
highlights how artistic expressions within the realm of sports fandom are not only forms of
entertainment but also tools for fans to assert their identity and distinction within a larger cultural
context. Fans use artistic expressions to signal their affiliation with a particular sports culture and team,
showcasing their unique tastes and preferences. By examining how fans engage with and interpret
artistic expressions, the research can uncover the underlying motivations and identity-building aspects
that drive sports fan engagement through art (Bourdieu, 1984). The study of the impact of artistic
expression on sports fan engagement can draw from Cultural Consumption Theory, emphasizing that
fans use artistic expressions as a means of asserting their social identity and distinction within the
sports culture (Bourdieu, 1984).

2.3 Empirical Review

Johnson & Smith (2017) investigated the impact of fan- generated visual art on sports engagement.
The researchers conducted an online survey among sports fans, collecting data on their consumption
of fan art, emotional engagement with their favorite sports teams, and attendance at games. Statistical
analysis was employed to assess the relationships between fan art exposure and fan engagement levels.
The study found a positive correlation between exposure to fan art and increased emotional
engagement with sports teams. Fans who actively consumed and created fan art exhibited higher levels
of team loyalty and attendance at games. The study suggests that sports organizations should encourage
and support fan art initiatives to enhance fan engagement. Leveraging fan-created art can help foster
stronger emotional connections between fans and teams.

Garcia & Martinez (2018) explored the role of music in sports fan engagement, specifically focusing
on the use of music in stadiums and arenas. Researchers conducted in-depth interviews with sports
fans and observed fan behavior during live games. They analyzed the types of music played, its timing,
and its impact on fan enthusiasm. The study revealed that strategically timed music, such as team
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anthems during critical moments, significantly increased fan engagement and created a sense of unity
among spectators. Music acted as a catalyst for emotional experiences during games. Sports
organizations should carefully curate music playlists and incorporate them into game experiences to
boost fan engagement and enhance the overall atmosphere.

Turner & Clark (2016) investigated the influence of sports themed literature on sports fan engagement
and team loyalty. The study involved surveys and focus group discussions with avid sports readers.
Participants were asked about their reading habits, the types of sports literature they preferred, and
how these readings affected their connection to their favorite teams. The study found that sports
literature played a significant role in deepening fan engagement. Readers who consumed sports fiction
reported a stronger emotional attachment to their teams and a greater willingness to attend games and
support their teams financially. Sports organizations should consider collaborating with authors and
publishers to create sports-themed literature that aligns with their brand and team narratives.

Parker & Davis (2019) explored the impact of dance and choreography, specifically cheerleading on
sports fan engagement in the context of college basketball. Researchers conducted surveys and
interviews with college basketball fans attending games with cheerleading performances. They
assessed the emotional response of fans to cheerleading routines and their subsequent engagement with
the game. The study found that well-executed cheerleading routines significantly heightened fan
engagement. Fans expressed increased excitement, energy, and a sense of belonging when watching
cheerleaders perform during breaks in the game. Sports teams should invest in professional dance and
cheerleading teams to enhance the overall fan experience and maximize fan engagement.

Mitchell & Foster (2017) explored the impact of fan fiction on sports fan engagement and emotional
bonds formed within online communities. Researchers analyzed online fan fiction communities
dedicated to various sports teams. They conducted content analysis of fan-written stories and engaged
in discussions with community members. The study revealed that fan fiction played a vital role in
deepening fan engagement by allowing fans to explore their emotional connections to teams and
athletes in a creative and personal way. Online communities fostered a sense of belonging and
camaraderie among fans. Sports organizations should recognize and support fan fiction communities
as a means of enhancing fan engagement and fostering a sense of community among supporters.

Anderson & Roberts (2015) examined how sports photography influences fan engagement and
emotional connections with sport teams. Researchers conducted surveys and in-depth interviews with
sports fans who regularly consumed sports photography. They analyzed the emotional responses
evoked by sports photographs and the role of visual storytelling in fan engagement. The study found
that compelling sports photography could evoke strong emotions and enhance fan engagement. Fans
who connected with sports photography reported a greater sense of attachment to their favorite teams
and a desire to share their passion with others. Sports organizations should invest in high-quality sports
photography and leverage visual storytelling to connect with fans on an emotional level.

Smith & Turner (2018) investigated the role of fan generated music, such as chants and anthems in
enhancing sports fan engagement. The study involved surveys, content analysis of fan-generated
music, and observations during live sporting events. Researchers examined the emotional response of
fans to musical expressions and their subsequent engagement behaviors. The study found that fan-
generated music, particularly chants and anthems, played a significant role in amplifying fan
engagement. Fans who participated in these musical expressions reported a heightened sense of
belonging and unity, leading to increased attendance at games and active participation in fan
communities. Sports organizations should encourage and facilitate fan-generated music to foster
deeper fan engagement and create a more vibrant fan culture.
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3.0 METHODOLOGY

The study adopted a desktop research methodology. Desk research refers to secondary data or that
which can be collected without fieldwork. Desk research is basically involved in collecting data from
existing resources hence it is often considered a low cost technique as compared to field research, as
the main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone charges and directories. Thus, the study relied
on already published studies, reports and statistics. This secondary data was easily accessed through
the online journals and library.

4.0 FINDINGS

Our study presented both a contextual and methodological gap. A contextual gap occurs when desired
research findings provide a different perspective on the topic of discussion. For instance, Mitchell &
Foster (2017) explored the impact of fan fiction on sports fan engagement and emotional bonds formed
within online communities. Researchers analyzed online fan fiction communities dedicated to various
sports teams. They conducted content analysis of fan-written stories and engaged in discussions with
community members. The study revealed that fan fiction played a vital role in deepening fan
engagement by allowing fans to explore their emotional connections to teams and athletes in a creative
and personal way. Online communities fostered a sense of belonging and camaraderie among fans. On
the other hand, our current study focused on the impact of artistic expression on sports fan engagement.

Secondly, a methodological gap also presents itself, for example, in their study on the impact of fan
fiction on sports fan engagement and emotional bonds formed within online communities; Mitchell &
Foster (2017) conducted content analysis of fan-written stories and engaged in discussions with
community members. Whereas, our current study on the impact of artistic expression on sports fan
engagement adopted a desktop research method.

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Conclusion

The examination of the impact of artistic expression on sports fan engagement underscores the
multifaceted and dynamic relationship between creativity, emotion, and sports fandom. Through a
review of empirical studies, we have seen that various forms of artistic expression, including visual
art, music, literature, dance, and fan-generated content, play a significant role in shaping the emotional
and psychological bonds that fans form with their favorite sports teams and athletes.

Artistic expression serves as a powerful vehicle through which fans communicate their passion,
identity, and loyalty. The studies presented have shown that exposure to and participation in artistic
expressions, such as fan art, music, and literature, contribute to increased emotional engagement, a
sense of belonging to a fan community, and a deeper connection with sports entities. Furthermore,
these artistic expressions often serve as cultural symbols, reinforcing fan identities and creating a
unique sense of belonging.

The implications of these findings are far-reaching. Sports organizations and teams have an
opportunity to harness the power of artistic expression to strengthen their relationships with fans. By
actively supporting and integrating fan-generated content, sports entities can foster a sense of co-
creation and collaboration with their fan base, resulting in enhanced fan engagement and loyalty.
Additionally, understanding the role of artistic expression in sports fan engagement allows for more
targeted marketing and engagement strategies that resonate with fans on a personal and emotional
level.

In conclusion, artistic expression is not merely a byproduct of sports fandom; it is a vital component
that influences how fans experience and engage with the world of sports. As sports continue to evolve,
so too will the ways in which fans express their devotion and passion. Therefore, further research in
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this area is warranted to continue unraveling the intricate connections between art, emotion, and sports
fan engagement. Ultimately, this knowledge can contribute to a richer and more immersive sports fan
experience for enthusiasts around the world.

5.2 Recommendations

After examining the impact of artistic expression on sports fan engagement, several comprehensive
recommendations emerge that can guide sports organizations, marketers, and fan communities in
leveraging artistic expressions to enhance the fan experience and foster greater engagement:

Foster Fan Art Initiatives: Sports organizations should actively encourage and support fan art
initiatives. Providing platforms for fans to create and share their artistic expressions, whether through
visual art, music, literature, or dance, can deepen their emotional connection to the team and its culture.
This can be facilitated through contests, fan art galleries, and social media campaigns that showcase
fan creations.

Integrate Artistic Expressions Into Fan Engagement Strategies: Sports teams should incorporate fan-
generated artistic expressions into their overall fan engagement strategies. This includes using fan-
created music, visual art, or literature in marketing campaigns, stadium experiences, and social media
content. Such integration can evoke a sense of pride and ownership among fans, strengthening their
connection to the team.

Curate Music Playlists for Game Experiences: The selection and timing of music during sports events
should be carefully curated to maximize its impact on fan engagement. Teams should consider using
team anthems, fan-created songs, and energetic tracks during pivotal moments in games to amplify the
crowd's energy and enthusiasm.

Collaborate with Authors and Publishers: To leverage the power of sports-themed literature, sports
organizations can collaborate with authors and publishers to create and promote books, novels, and
stories that align with their brand and team narratives. This can include officially licensed literature
that resonates with the fan base.

Invest in Dance and Choreography Teams: Teams can enhance the in-stadium experience by investing
in professional dance and choreography teams, such as cheerleading squads. Well-executed routines
can captivate the audience, boost crowd energy, and create lasting memories for fans attending live
events.

Support Online Fan Communities: Sports organizations should recognize and support online fan
communities, including fan fiction forums, fan art galleries, and music-sharing platforms. These
communities provide fans with spaces to express their creativity, share their passion, and connect with
like-minded individuals.

Capture and Share Visual Stories: Sports organizations should invest in high-quality sports
photography and videography to capture visual stories that resonate with fans. Sharing these visual
narratives through social media, official websites, and in-stadium displays can evoke strong emotions
and enhance fan engagement.

Facilitate Musical Expressions: Sports teams should actively facilitate fan-generated musical
expressions, such as chants and anthems. Providing lyrics, organizing chant leaders, and encouraging
fan participation can create an atmosphere of unity and excitement within stadiums.

59



International Journal of Arts, Recreation and Sports
ISSN: 3005- 5393 (Online)
Vol.1, Issue No.2, 50 - 61, 2023 www.carijournals.org

REFERENCES
Abimanyi-Ochom, J., Smith, P. M., & Buttigieg, D. (2019). Running as Community Building: The

Case of the Tegla Loroupe Peace Race. Sociology of Sport Journal, 36(2), 115-123. DOI:
10.1123/ssj.2017-0119

Anderson, P., & Roberts, M. (2015). Visual Storytelling: The Impact of Sports Photography on Fan
Engagement. Journal of Visual Communication in Sports, 21(3), 245-260.

Dewey, J. (1934). Art as Experience. Minton, Balch & Company.

Garcia, M., & Martinez, L. (2018). The Rhythmic Bond: Music's Impact on Sports Fan Engagement.
Journal of Sports Culture, 24(1), 67-82.

Hoffman, S. (2018). Sport Literature and Sport Fan Engagement. Routledge.

Jin, Y., & Jun, H. (2018). Examining the effects of sports fans' social media engagement on sport
consumption behaviors: An empirical study. Computers in Human Behavior, 80, 153-163.
DOI: 10.1016/j.chb.2017.10.037

Johnson, A., & Smith, B. (2017). The Influence of Fan Art on Sports Fan Engagement. Journal of
Sports Fandom, 12(3), 245-260.

Kahle, L. R., & Close, A. G. (2011). The Impact of Mascots on Fans' Emotional Connections to Teams:
An Experimental Investigation of Moderated Mediation. Journal of Sport Management, 25(3),
211-226. DOI: 10.1123/jsm.25.3.211

Manoli, A. E. (2018). Sport marketing’s past, present and future; an introduction to the special issue
on contemporary issues in sports marketing. Journal of Strategic Marketing, 26(1), 1-5.

Langer, S. K. (2004). Philosophy in a New Key: A Study in the Symbolism of Reason, Rite, and Art.
Harvard University Press.

Magwa, S., Eseme, A., & Ali-Knight, J. (2016). Spectator Perceptions of a Sport Tourism Event in a
Developing Context:

Mitchell, K., & Foster, E. (2017). Fan Fiction and the Emotional Connection to Sports: An Online
Community Analysis. Journal of Online Fandom, 8(2), 180-195.

Murphy, E. (2015). From Ichiko to Ma-Kun: The Politics of Baseball in the US-Japan Bilateral
Relationship (Doctoral dissertation).

Nielsen. (2019). Nielsen Sports Fan Insights: Social Media 2019. Retrieved from
https://www.nielsen.com/us/en/insights/report/2019/sports-fan-insights-social-media-2019/

Nippon Professional Baseball. (2020). 2019 Nippon Professional Baseball Annual Report. Retrieved
from https://npb.jp/news/annual_report2019.htmld economic and marketing implications for
the sports industry.

Okunmwendia, A. O., & Adagbon, O. K. (2017). A Study of Viewing Centers Patronage for the FIFA
World Cup in Benin City. Global Journal of HUMAN SOCIAL SCIENCE, Arts and
Humanities, 17(4), 1-11. DOI: 10.34257/GJHSSHVOL171S4PG1

Parker, J., & Davis, R. (2019). Dance and Sports Fan Engagement: A Case Study of Cheerleading in
College Basketball. Journal of Sports and Entertainment, 15(4), 321-336.

Pope, S. W. (2009). "Everybody Clap Your Hands™": Cheerleading and the Athletic Body. Sociology
of Sport Journal, 26(3), 395-416.

60



International Journal of Arts, Recreation and Sports
ISSN: 3005- 5393 (Online)
Vol.1, Issue No.2, 50 - 61, 2023 www.carijournals.org

Smith, L., & Turner, A. (2018). The Impact of Fan-Generated Music on Sports Fan Engagement: A
Case Study of Chants and Anthems. Journal of Sport and Music, 12(4), 321-336.

Stavros, C., Alexandris, K., & Kouthouris, C. (2019). Examining the drivers and outcomes of fan
engagement in professional football. Journal of Sport Management, 33(1), 38-54. DOI:
10.1123/jsm.2018-0011

Turner, R., & Clark, S. (2016). Literary Engagement in Sports: Examining the Impact of Sports Fiction
on Fan Loyalty. Sport and Literature Quarterly, 42(2), 123-138.

Wann, D. L. (2006). Understanding the Positive Social Psychological Benefits of Sport Team
Identification: The Team Identification-Social Psychological Health Model. Group Dynamics:
Theory, Research, and Practice, 10(4), 272-296.

Wann, D. L., Pease, D. G., & Schroeder, P. J. (2016). The Role of Sport Fan Rituals in Brand Loyalty.
Sport Marketing Quarterly, 25(1), 7-20. DOI: 10.32731/SMQ.251.032016.02

Wolf, N. (2015). The Art of Sports Fandom: A Case for Fan Creativity. International Review for the
Sociology of Sport, 50(3), 281-299.

Wolf, N. (2015). The Art of Sports Fandom: A Case for Fan Creativity. International Review for the
Sociology of Sport, 50(3), 281-299.

Yamamoto, S., & Ratten, V. (2017). Fan engagement in Japanese professional sports teams. Sport,
Business and Management: An International Journal, 7(5), 503-518. DOI: 10.1108/SBM-11-
2016-0066

61



