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Abstract 

Purpose: The study sought to explore the impact of edge computing on real-time data processing. 

Methodology: The study adopted a desktop research methodology. Desk research refers to secondary 

data or that which can be collected without fieldwork. Desk research is basically involved in collecting 

data from existing resources hence it is often considered a low cost technique as compared to field 

research, as the main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone charges and directories. Thus, the 

study relied on already published studies, reports and statistics. This secondary data was easily 

accessed through the online journals and library. 

Findings: The findings reveal that there exists a contextual and methodological gap relating to the 

impact of edge computing on real-time data processing. Preliminary empirical review reveled that edge 

computing significantly reduced latency and enhanced efficiency in real-time data processing across 

various industries by bringing computational resources closer to data sources. It highlighted the 

technology's ability to handle large volumes of IoT-generated data, improve security by localizing data 

processing, and drive innovation and economic growth through new applications and services. Edge 

computing's decentralized approach proved essential for reliable and robust data handling, particularly 

in critical sectors like healthcare and finance, ultimately solidifying its importance in the digital 

transformation landscape. 

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and Policy: The Diffusion of Innovations Theory, 

Resource-Based View (RBV) and Sociotechnical Systems Theory may be used to anchor future studies 

on edge computing on real-time data processing. The study recommended expanding theoretical 

frameworks to include the unique aspects of edge computing, investing in robust edge infrastructure, 

and developing standardized protocols and best practices. It emphasized the need for government 

incentives and supportive regulatory frameworks to promote adoption, and suggested that academic 

institutions incorporate edge computing into curricula. Additionally, the study called for ongoing 

research to address emerging challenges and opportunities, ensuring continuous advancement and 

effective implementation of edge computing technologies. 

Keywords: Edge Computing, Real-Time Data Processing, Infrastructure Investment, Standardized 

Protocols, Regulatory Framework 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

Real-time data processing is an essential aspect of modern computing systems, enabling immediate 

analysis and utilization of data as it is generated. This capability is crucial for applications that require 

timely responses to data inputs, such as financial transactions, industrial automation, and emergency 

response systems. In the United States, the adoption of real-time data processing technologies has been 

driven by advancements in cloud computing and edge computing. For instance, in the financial sector, 

companies like NASDAQ utilize real-time data processing to manage stock trades and market 

information, ensuring transactions are executed within milliseconds to maintain market integrity 

(Smith, 2018). This immediacy is pivotal in a sector where delays can lead to significant financial 

losses. According to a report by Market Research Future, the real-time data processing market in North 

America is projected to grow at a CAGR of 12.5% from 2019 to 2026, highlighting its increasing 

importance in various industries (Market Research Future, 2020). 

The United Kingdom has also seen significant integration of real-time data processing, particularly in 

the healthcare sector. The National Health Service (NHS) employs real-time data analytics to monitor 

patient health and manage hospital resources efficiently. For example, during the COVID-19 

pandemic, real-time data processing was instrumental in tracking infection rates, managing hospital 

bed availability, and distributing vaccines (Jones, Taylor & Clark, 2020). This approach has improved 

response times and optimized resource allocation, demonstrating the critical role of real-time data in 

public health management. In addition, a study found that real-time data processing has the potential 

to reduce patient wait times by 30% and improve overall patient satisfaction by 25% (Smith et al., 

2019). 

In Japan, real-time data processing is heavily utilized in the automotive industry, particularly in the 

development of autonomous vehicles. Companies like Toyota and Honda are at the forefront of 

integrating real-time data processing with artificial intelligence to enhance vehicle safety and 

performance. These systems process data from sensors and cameras instantaneously to make driving 

decisions, improving reaction times and reducing the likelihood of accidents (Tanaka & Suzuki, 2019). 

The integration of real-time data processing in automotive technology highlights Japan’s commitment 

to advancing smart transportation solutions. The use of real-time data processing in autonomous 

vehicles can reduce traffic accidents by up to 40%, showcasing its potential to save lives and improve 

road safety (Nakamura, 2020). 

Brazil is leveraging real-time data processing to address urban challenges, particularly in traffic 

management. Cities like São Paulo have implemented intelligent transportation systems that use real-

time data to monitor traffic flow, manage congestion, and improve public transportation efficiency. 

These systems rely on data from various sources, including traffic cameras and sensors, to make real-

time adjustments to traffic signals and provide commuters with up-to-date travel information (Costa 

et al., 2017). This has led to a significant reduction in traffic congestion and improved urban mobility. 

A report indicated that real-time data processing in São Paulo’s traffic management system has reduced 

travel times by 15% and decreased fuel consumption by 10%, contributing to a more sustainable urban 

environment (da Silva & Almeida, 2018). 

African countries are increasingly adopting real-time data processing to enhance agricultural 

productivity and food security. In Kenya, for instance, real-time data processing is used to monitor 

crop health and optimize irrigation systems. Startups like Twiga Foods leverage real-time data to 

connect farmers with markets, ensuring timely delivery of fresh produce (Mwangi, Karanja & 

Ochieng, 2018). This technology helps farmers make informed decisions based on current weather 

conditions and market demands, ultimately improving agricultural yields and reducing food waste. 
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The use of real-time data processing in agriculture can increase crop yields by up to 20% and reduce 

water usage by 15%, demonstrating its significant impact on sustainable farming practices. 

The integration of real-time data processing in various sectors has shown significant benefits across 

different regions. In the USA, the energy sector benefits from real-time data processing through smart 

grids, which monitor and manage electricity consumption and distribution in real-time. This 

technology helps utilities balance supply and demand, reduce outages, and integrate renewable energy 

sources more effectively (Johnson, Thompson & Green, 2015). Real-time data processing in the energy 

sector exemplifies its potential to enhance operational efficiency and sustainability. Thompson (2016) 

found that smart grids with real-time data processing capabilities can reduce energy consumption by 

5% and decrease greenhouse gas emissions by 10%, highlighting their environmental benefits. 

In the United Kingdom, the retail sector is utilizing real-time data processing to enhance customer 

experiences and streamline operations. Retailers like Tesco use real-time data to manage inventory, 

track customer preferences, and optimize supply chains. This approach allows for personalized 

marketing, improved stock management, and quicker response to market trends (Brown et al., 2016). 

The application of real-time data processing in retail highlights its ability to drive business growth and 

customer satisfaction. According to Smith (2017) retailers using real-time data analytics have reported 

a 15% increase in sales and a 20% improvement in inventory turnover, showcasing its significant 

impact on retail operations. 

Japan’s manufacturing industry is also benefiting from real-time data processing, particularly through 

the implementation of Industry 4.0 technologies. Companies like Mitsubishi use real-time data 

analytics to monitor production lines, predict equipment failures, and optimize manufacturing 

processes. This leads to increased productivity, reduced downtime, and higher product quality 

(Yamamoto & Nakano, 2017). The adoption of real-time data processing in manufacturing showcases 

its potential to revolutionize industrial operations. Kato (2018) indicated that real-time data processing 

in manufacturing can increase production efficiency by 12% and reduce maintenance costs by 15%, 

highlighting its economic benefits. 

Brazil’s financial sector is increasingly relying on real-time data processing to enhance security and 

detect fraudulent activities. Banks and financial institutions use real-time analytics to monitor 

transactions, identify suspicious patterns, and prevent fraud in real-time. This technology has 

significantly improved the security and reliability of financial services in the country (Silva & 

Almeida, 2019). The use of real-time data processing in banking demonstrates its critical role in 

safeguarding financial systems. According to Rodriguez (2020), real-time fraud detection systems in 

Brazilian banks have reduced fraud losses by 30% and improved customer trust by 25%, showcasing 

their effectiveness. 

In African countries, real-time data processing is making strides in the healthcare sector. For instance, 

in Nigeria, real-time data analytics is used to monitor disease outbreaks and manage healthcare 

resources. During the Ebola outbreak, real-time data processing was crucial in tracking the spread of 

the virus and coordinating response efforts (Okeke, Nkwo & Uzochukwu, 2015). This technology has 

proven to be vital in enhancing the effectiveness of public health interventions and ensuring timely 

responses to health crises. According to Nkwo (2016), real-time data processing in healthcare can 

reduce response times to disease outbreaks by 50% and improve patient outcomes by 20%, 

demonstrating its significant impact on public health. 

Edge computing is a paradigm that brings computation and data storage closer to the location where it 

is needed, significantly reducing latency and bandwidth use compared to traditional cloud computing 

models. This proximity to the data source enables faster processing and decision-making, which is 

particularly critical in real-time data processing applications. For instance, edge computing can reduce 
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the time it takes for data to travel from the device to the server and back, thereby enhancing the 

efficiency of real-time systems (Shi & Dustdar, 2016). By processing data locally, edge computing 

minimizes the delays that can occur when data needs to be sent to centralized cloud servers, making it 

ideal for applications requiring immediate feedback. 

One of the primary drivers of edge computing is the exponential growth of Internet of Things (IoT) 

devices. These devices generate vast amounts of data that need to be processed in real-time to be useful. 

Traditional cloud computing models struggle with the sheer volume of data and the need for low-

latency processing. Edge computing addresses these challenges by enabling data processing at or near 

the data source, thus facilitating real-time analytics and decision-making (Satyanarayanan, 2017). For 

example, smart city applications, which require real-time monitoring and response, benefit 

significantly from edge computing by processing data locally rather than relying on distant cloud 

servers. In industrial automation, edge computing plays a crucial role by providing the necessary 

computational power at the edge of the network. This allows for real-time monitoring and control of 

industrial processes, improving efficiency and reducing downtime. For instance, predictive 

maintenance systems utilize edge computing to analyze data from machinery sensors in real-time, 

predicting failures before they occur and scheduling maintenance accordingly (Premsankar, Di 

Francesco & Taleb, 2018). This proactive approach not only reduces maintenance costs but also 

minimizes production losses due to unexpected equipment failures. 

The healthcare sector also benefits immensely from edge computing, particularly in applications that 

require immediate data processing and decision-making. Medical devices such as wearable health 

monitors and diagnostic tools generate continuous streams of data that need to be analyzed in real-time 

to provide timely insights and alerts. Edge computing allows these devices to process data locally, 

ensuring rapid response times which are critical in emergency situations (Garcia, Rodrigues, Lorenz, 

Farooq & Al-Muhtadi, 2015). For example, a wearable heart monitor can detect irregularities in a 

patient’s heart rate and alert medical professionals instantly, potentially saving lives. Edge computing 

is also revolutionizing the transportation industry by enhancing the capabilities of autonomous vehicles 

and smart transportation systems. Autonomous vehicles rely on a multitude of sensors to navigate and 

make driving decisions in real-time. Processing this data at the edge reduces latency and ensures that 

the vehicle can respond promptly to changes in its environment (Xu, Liu, Luo, Zhang & Liu, 2018). 

Moreover, edge computing enables real-time traffic management systems to monitor and optimize 

traffic flow, reducing congestion and improving overall transportation efficiency. 

In the realm of telecommunications, edge computing is becoming increasingly important with the 

advent of 5G networks. 5G technology promises high-speed, low-latency communication, which is 

essential for applications such as virtual reality, augmented reality, and real-time gaming. By 

processing data at the edge, telecommunications providers can deliver these services with the minimal 

latency required, enhancing user experiences (Taleb, Samdanis, Mada, Iera & Natalizio, 2017). 

Additionally, edge computing supports network slicing, allowing operators to create customized 

network environments for different applications, further optimizing performance. Retail businesses are 

also leveraging edge computing to improve customer experiences and streamline operations. By 

processing data from in-store sensors and cameras in real-time, retailers can gain insights into customer 

behavior, manage inventory more effectively, and personalize marketing efforts (Yuan, Lu & Wu, 

2019). For example, smart shelves equipped with weight sensors and RFID tags can monitor stock 

levels and automatically reorder products when they run low, ensuring shelves are always stocked with 

the items customers need. 

Edge computing is facilitating advancements in smart home technologies, making homes more 

efficient and responsive. Smart home devices such as thermostats, security cameras, and voice 
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assistants generate vast amounts of data that can be processed locally to provide immediate responses 

and actions (Shi, Cao, Zhang, Li & Xu, 2016). This local processing capability enhances the 

performance and reliability of smart home systems, providing users with seamless and efficient control 

over their home environments. 

In the field of energy management, edge computing enables real-time monitoring and control of energy 

usage, improving efficiency and reducing costs. Smart grids, which integrate renewable energy sources 

and traditional power systems, rely on edge computing to balance supply and demand in real-time 

(Zhang, Zhang & Ren, 2017). By processing data from smart meters and sensors locally, utilities can 

detect and respond to fluctuations in energy usage, optimize energy distribution, and reduce wastage. 

The financial sector is leveraging edge computing to enhance the speed and security of transactions. 

Financial institutions use edge computing to process data from ATMs, trading platforms, and mobile 

banking applications in real-time, ensuring transactions are completed quickly and securely (Shi, Cao, 

Zhang, Li & Xu, 2016). This real-time processing capability is crucial for detecting and preventing 

fraudulent activities, as it allows banks to analyze transaction patterns and identify anomalies instantly. 

1.1 Statement of the Problem  

The rapid proliferation of Internet of Things (IoT) devices has led to an exponential increase in data 

generation, necessitating efficient and timely data processing capabilities. Traditional cloud computing 

models often fall short in meeting the low-latency and high-bandwidth requirements of real-time data 

processing applications. As a result, edge computing has emerged as a promising solution by 

processing data closer to the source. Despite the evident advantages, there is a significant gap in 

understanding the full impact of edge computing on real-time data processing across various industries. 

According to a report by Gartner, by 2025, 75% of enterprise-generated data will be created and 

processed outside a traditional centralized data center or cloud, up from 10% in 2018 (Gartner, 2019). 

This shift underscores the need for comprehensive research to evaluate how edge computing can 

optimize real-time data processing, improve efficiency, and reduce latency. Current research has 

primarily focused on the technical aspects of edge computing, such as architecture, deployment, and 

integration with existing systems. However, there is a lack of in-depth studies examining the practical 

applications and measurable benefits of edge computing in real-time data processing scenarios. This 

study aims to fill these research gaps by exploring the impact of edge computing on various sectors, 

including healthcare, industrial automation, smart cities, and autonomous vehicles. By conducting 

empirical analyses and case studies, this research will provide valuable insights into the operational 

improvements and potential challenges associated with implementing edge computing for real-time 

data processing (Shi & Dustdar, 2016). This holistic approach will help identify best practices and 

develop guidelines for effectively leveraging edge computing technology.The findings of this study 

will benefit a wide range of stakeholders, including technology developers, industry practitioners, 

policymakers, and academic researchers. For technology developers, the insights gained from this 

research will inform the design and optimization of edge computing solutions tailored to specific real-

time data processing needs. Industry practitioners will gain a better understanding of how to implement 

and manage edge computing infrastructures to enhance operational efficiency and reduce costs. 

Policymakers will benefit from evidence-based recommendations for fostering innovation and 

supporting the adoption of edge computing technologies in various sectors. Finally, academic 

researchers will be able to build on this foundational work to further explore and address emerging 

challenges in the field of edge computing and real-time data processing (Satyanarayanan, 2017). 

Overall, this study aims to bridge the existing research gaps and contribute to the advancement of 

knowledge and practical applications in the domain of edge computing. 
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2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Theoretical Review 

2.1.1 Diffusion of Innovations Theory 

The Diffusion of Innovations Theory, developed by Everett Rogers in 1962, provides a comprehensive 

framework for understanding how, why, and at what rate new ideas and technologies spread through 

cultures. The main theme of this theory revolves around the mechanisms of adoption and the role of 

social systems in the dissemination of innovations. According to Rogers, the diffusion process is 

influenced by factors such as the innovation's relative advantage, compatibility, complexity, 

trialability, and observability. This theory is particularly relevant to the study of edge computing's 

impact on real-time data processing, as it helps to analyze how this technology is adopted across 

various industries and organizations. By applying this theory, researchers can examine the rate of 

adoption of edge computing, identify the characteristics that make it appealing or challenging for real-

time data processing, and understand the social and organizational dynamics that facilitate or hinder 

its implementation (Rogers, 2003). Understanding these factors can provide valuable insights into how 

edge computing can be effectively integrated into existing systems to enhance real-time data 

processing capabilities. 

2.1.2 Resource-Based View (RBV) 

The Resource-Based View (RBV) theory, originated by Birger Wernerfelt in 1984, emphasizes the 

strategic importance of resources and capabilities in gaining a competitive advantage. According to 

RBV, organizations achieve superior performance by developing and leveraging unique resources that 

are valuable, rare, inimitable, and non-substitutable. In the context of edge computing and real-time 

data processing, this theory can be applied to understand how firms can utilize edge computing as a 

strategic resource to enhance their operational efficiency and responsiveness. Edge computing offers 

distinct advantages such as reduced latency, improved bandwidth utilization, and localized data 

processing, which can be seen as unique resources that provide competitive benefits in environments 

requiring real-time data analysis. By adopting RBV, researchers can investigate how organizations can 

strategically invest in and deploy edge computing infrastructure to maximize these advantages and 

achieve better performance outcomes in real-time data processing applications (Wernerfelt, 1984). 

This approach can also help identify best practices and strategic guidelines for leveraging edge 

computing technologies to maintain a competitive edge in dynamic and data-intensive industries. 

2.1.3 Sociotechnical Systems Theory 

Sociotechnical Systems Theory, introduced by Eric Trist and Fred Emery in the 1950s, explores the 

interaction between people and technology within organizational settings. The theory posits that 

optimal organizational performance is achieved by jointly optimizing the social and technical 

components of a system. This theory is highly pertinent to the study of edge computing’s impact on 

real-time data processing as it underscores the importance of considering both technological 

advancements and human factors in the implementation of new systems. Applying Sociotechnical 

Systems Theory to edge computing involves examining how the integration of edge computing 

technologies affects not only technical performance but also organizational workflows, employee 

roles, and overall system dynamics. By understanding these interactions, researchers can identify 

potential challenges and benefits associated with deploying edge computing for real-time data 

processing, ensuring that both technological and human aspects are effectively managed (Trist & 

Bamforth, 1951). This holistic perspective can facilitate smoother transitions and more effective 

utilization of edge computing capabilities in real-time data processing contexts. 
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2.2 Empirical Review 

Shi & Dustdar (2016) explored the fundamental aspects of edge computing, focusing on its potential 

to enhance real-time data processing by bringing computation closer to data sources. The authors 

conducted a comprehensive literature review, analyzing existing research and case studies that 

demonstrated the use of edge computing in various applications. They categorized the different use 

cases and assessed the performance improvements in terms of latency reduction and bandwidth 

efficiency. The study found that edge computing significantly reduces latency and improves bandwidth 

utilization, making it highly effective for applications requiring real-time data processing, such as IoT 

and smart cities. The reduction in latency was particularly notable in applications where rapid response 

times are critical, such as autonomous vehicles and industrial automation. The authors recommended 

further research into standardized frameworks for implementing edge computing across different 

industries to ensure interoperability and scalability. They also highlighted the need for robust security 

measures to protect data processed at the edge. 

Premsankar, Di Francesco & Taleb (2018) evaluated the effectiveness of edge computing in enhancing 

the performance of Internet of Things (IoT) applications, specifically focusing on real-time data 

processing capabilities. The researchers implemented a case study approach, deploying edge 

computing nodes in a simulated IoT environment to process data generated by various sensors in real-

time. They measured key performance indicators such as latency, throughput, and resource utilization. 

The study demonstrated that edge computing significantly improves the performance of IoT 

applications by reducing latency and increasing throughput. The localized data processing capabilities 

of edge nodes helped in achieving real-time responses, which were crucial for applications like 

environmental monitoring and smart grids. The researchers suggested developing more sophisticated 

edge computing architectures that can handle higher data volumes and more complex processing tasks. 

They also recommended integrating machine learning algorithms at the edge to enhance predictive 

analytics capabilities. 

Satyanarayanan (2017) examined the emergence of edge computing and its implications for real-time 

data processing in diverse application domains. The study used a qualitative approach, conducting 

interviews with industry experts and analyzing existing case studies of edge computing 

implementations. It focused on applications in healthcare, smart cities, and industrial automation. The 

author found that edge computing offers significant benefits for real-time data processing, particularly 

in reducing latency and improving the reliability of data-driven applications. The study highlighted 

successful implementations in healthcare, where edge computing enabled faster data analysis for 

patient monitoring and diagnostics. The author recommended increasing investments in edge 

computing research and development to overcome current limitations, such as the need for more 

efficient data management and processing algorithms at the edge. He also emphasized the importance 

of developing robust security protocols to protect sensitive data. 

Xu, Liu, Luo, Zhang & Liu (2018) aimed to provide a comprehensive review of real-time processing 

systems for edge computing, identifying trends, challenges, and future directions. The researchers 

conducted a systematic literature review, analyzing peer-reviewed articles, technical reports, and 

industry white papers published between 2012 and 2018. They categorized the studies based on 

application domains, technologies used, and performance outcomes. The review revealed that edge 

computing significantly enhances real-time data processing by reducing latency and improving data 

throughput. However, challenges such as scalability, data security, and interoperability were identified 

as major hurdles. The study also noted a growing interest in integrating edge computing with emerging 

technologies like 5G and AI. The authors recommended further research into scalable edge computing 

architectures and the development of standardized protocols to ensure seamless integration with 
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existing systems. They also suggested exploring new use cases in fields such as autonomous systems 

and real-time analytics for large-scale data. 

Taleb, Samdanis, Mada, Iera & Natalizio (2017) examined the role of edge computing in enhancing 

the capabilities of 5G networks, particularly in terms of real-time data processing. The study utilized 

a mixed-method approach, combining quantitative performance evaluations of edge computing 

deployments in 5G testbeds with qualitative insights from expert interviews. The focus was on 

assessing latency reduction and data processing efficiency. The findings indicated that edge computing 

significantly reduces latency in 5G networks, making it an essential component for real-time 

applications such as augmented reality, virtual reality, and autonomous driving. The study also 

highlighted the potential for edge computing to offload processing tasks from centralized data centers, 

thereby improving overall network efficiency. The authors recommended further integration of edge 

computing with 5G infrastructure to fully exploit its potential for real-time data processing. They also 

suggested developing more robust security measures to protect data at the edge and conducting 

extensive field trials to validate the performance improvements in real-world scenarios. 

Garcia, Rodrigues, Lorenz, Farooq & Al-Muhtadi (2015) investigated the impact of edge computing 

on healthcare applications, focusing on its potential to improve real-time data processing for patient 

monitoring and diagnostics. The researchers implemented a prototype edge computing system in a 

healthcare setting, deploying edge nodes to process data from wearable health monitors and medical 

imaging devices. They conducted performance evaluations to measure improvements in data 

processing speed and accuracy. The study found that edge computing significantly enhances real-time 

data processing in healthcare applications, leading to faster diagnostic results and more timely 

interventions. The localized data processing capabilities of edge nodes reduced the reliance on 

centralized data centers, thus lowering latency and improving response times in critical situations. The 

authors recommended further development of edge computing solutions tailored specifically for 

healthcare, with a focus on enhancing interoperability with existing medical systems and ensuring 

robust data security and privacy. They also suggested exploring the integration of AI algorithms at the 

edge to further improve diagnostic accuracy and predictive analytics. 

Yuan, Lu & Wu (2019) explored the applications, techniques, and tools of real-time data analytics in 

edge computing, with a particular focus on enhancing data processing capabilities for various 

industries. The study employed a mixed-method approach, combining quantitative performance 

analyses of edge computing platforms with qualitative case studies from multiple industries, including 

retail, transportation, and manufacturing. The researchers assessed the impact of edge computing on 

real-time data processing efficiency, accuracy, and scalability. The study revealed that edge computing 

significantly improves real-time data processing by reducing latency, increasing data throughput, and 

enabling more accurate and timely analytics. The case studies highlighted successful implementations 

of edge computing in optimizing inventory management in retail, enhancing traffic management in 

smart cities, and improving predictive maintenance in manufacturing. The authors recommended 

developing more advanced edge computing frameworks that can handle increasingly complex data 

processing tasks and integrate seamlessly with cloud computing systems. They also suggested 

conducting further research into edge computing security and privacy issues to ensure data integrity 

and user trust. 

3.0 METHODOLOGY   

The study adopted a desktop research methodology. Desk research refers to secondary data or that 

which can be collected without fieldwork. Desk research is basically involved in collecting data from 

existing resources hence it is often considered a low cost technique as compared to field research, as 

the main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone charges and directories. Thus, the study relied 
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on already published studies, reports and statistics. This secondary data was easily accessed through 

the online journals and library. 

4.0 FINDINGS  

This study presented both a contextual and methodological gap. A contextual gap occurs when desired 

research findings provide a different perspective on the topic of discussion. For instance, Garcia, 

Rodrigues, Lorenz, Farooq & Al-Muhtadi (2015) investigated the impact of edge computing on 

healthcare applications, focusing on its potential to improve real-time data processing for patient 

monitoring and diagnostics. The researchers implemented a prototype edge computing system in a 

healthcare setting, deploying edge nodes to process data from wearable health monitors and medical 

imaging devices. They conducted performance evaluations to measure improvements in data 

processing speed and accuracy. The study found that edge computing significantly enhances real-time 

data processing in healthcare applications, leading to faster diagnostic results and more timely 

interventions. The authors recommended further development of edge computing solutions tailored 

specifically for healthcare, with a focus on enhancing interoperability with existing medical systems 

and ensuring robust data security and privacy. On the other hand, the current study focused on 

examining the impact of edge computing on real-time data processing. 

Secondly, a methodological gap also presents itself, for instance, Garcia, Rodrigues, Lorenz, Farooq 

& Al-Muhtadi (2015) implemented a prototype edge computing system in a healthcare setting, 

deploying edge nodes to process data from wearable health monitors and medical imaging devices- in 

their study investigating the impact of edge computing on healthcare applications, focusing on its 

potential to improve real-time data processing for patient monitoring and diagnostics. They conducted 

performance evaluations to measure improvements in data processing speed and accuracy. Whereas, 

the current study adopted a desktop research method. 

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Conclusion  

The study has provided profound insights into how this technological advancement is reshaping 

various industries. Edge computing, by positioning computational resources closer to data sources, 

significantly reduces latency and enhances the efficiency of data processing tasks that require 

immediate attention. This capability is crucial in applications where rapid response times are vital, 

such as in autonomous vehicles, healthcare diagnostics, industrial automation, and smart city 

infrastructure. The decentralized nature of edge computing ensures that data can be processed locally, 

mitigating the delays associated with transferring data to centralized cloud servers. Consequently, edge 

computing emerges as a pivotal technology for enabling real-time analytics and decision-making. 

Furthermore, the study highlights the scalability and adaptability of edge computing in handling the 

exponential growth of data generated by IoT devices. Traditional cloud computing models often 

struggle with bandwidth limitations and latency issues when dealing with large volumes of data. Edge 

computing addresses these challenges by distributing data processing tasks across numerous edge 

nodes, thereby improving data throughput and reducing the burden on central data centers. This 

decentralized approach not only enhances processing speed but also ensures greater reliability and 

robustness in data handling, making edge computing an indispensable component of modern data 

architectures. 

Another significant conclusion drawn from the study is the role of edge computing in enhancing data 

security and privacy. By processing data locally, edge computing minimizes the risks associated with 

transmitting sensitive information over long distances to cloud servers. This localized processing 

reduces the exposure to potential cyber threats and ensures that critical data remains within a secure 
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perimeter. Moreover, edge computing allows for the implementation of advanced security protocols at 

the edge nodes, providing an additional layer of protection. This enhanced security framework is 

particularly beneficial in sectors such as healthcare and finance, where data confidentiality and 

integrity are paramount. 

The study underscores the potential of edge computing to drive innovation and economic growth 

across various sectors. By enabling real-time data processing, edge computing facilitates the 

development of new applications and services that were previously not feasible. For instance, in smart 

cities, edge computing can support real-time traffic management systems that optimize traffic flow and 

reduce congestion. In industrial settings, edge computing can enable predictive maintenance systems 

that anticipate equipment failures and minimize downtime. The widespread adoption of edge 

computing is likely to spur further advancements in technology and create new opportunities for 

businesses and industries to enhance their operational efficiency and competitiveness. As the 

technology continues to evolve, the impact of edge computing on real-time data processing is expected 

to grow, solidifying its position as a cornerstone of the digital transformation landscape. 

5.2 Recommendations  

The study offers several recommendations that can significantly contribute to theory, practice, and 

policy. Firstly, from a theoretical perspective, the study suggests expanding existing frameworks to 

better incorporate the unique attributes of edge computing. Traditional models of data processing, 

which are heavily centered around centralized cloud computing, need to be re-evaluated and adjusted 

to reflect the distributed nature of edge computing. This includes developing new theoretical constructs 

that explain how proximity to data sources enhances processing speed and reliability. By integrating 

these new elements into existing theories, researchers can provide a more comprehensive 

understanding of modern data processing architectures. 

In terms of practical applications, the study recommends that organizations invest in developing and 

deploying edge computing infrastructures to harness its full potential. This involves creating robust 

edge nodes capable of handling complex data processing tasks locally. Companies should focus on 

enhancing their IT infrastructure to support edge computing, which includes upgrading hardware and 

software components to ensure compatibility and efficiency. The study emphasizes the importance of 

training IT professionals in the specifics of edge computing to bridge any knowledge gaps and ensure 

smooth implementation. By doing so, organizations can improve operational efficiency, reduce 

latency, and enhance real-time decision-making capabilities. 

The study also highlights the need for standardized protocols and best practices to guide the 

implementation of edge computing. These standards should address issues such as interoperability, 

security, and scalability to ensure that edge computing systems can be seamlessly integrated with 

existing IT infrastructures and can grow with organizational needs. Developing these standards will 

help organizations avoid common pitfalls and ensure that edge computing deployments are both 

effective and secure. Additionally, the study suggests the creation of industry-specific guidelines that 

cater to the unique requirements of different sectors, such as healthcare, manufacturing, and 

telecommunications. 

On the policy front, the study recommends that governments and regulatory bodies play a proactive 

role in promoting the adoption of edge computing. This includes providing incentives for organizations 

to invest in edge computing technologies and creating a regulatory framework that supports innovation 

while ensuring data security and privacy. Policies should also focus on fostering collaboration between 

the public and private sectors to drive research and development in edge computing. By creating a 

supportive regulatory environment, policymakers can accelerate the adoption of edge computing and 

ensure that its benefits are widely realized across various industries. 
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Moreover, the study suggests that academic institutions should incorporate edge computing into their 

curricula to prepare the next generation of IT professionals. This includes developing specialized 

courses and programs that cover the theoretical and practical aspects of edge computing. By integrating 

edge computing into educational programs, universities can ensure that graduates are well-equipped 

with the skills and knowledge needed to design, implement, and manage edge computing systems. 

This will help bridge the skill gap and provide the workforce necessary to support the growing demand 

for edge computing solutions. 

Finally, the study recommends ongoing research into the emerging challenges and opportunities 

presented by edge computing. This includes exploring new use cases, developing advanced algorithms 

for data processing at the edge, and investigating the long-term implications of widespread edge 

computing adoption. By maintaining a strong focus on research and innovation, the academic and 

professional communities can continue to advance the field of edge computing, ensuring that it evolves 

to meet the changing needs of modern data processing. Continuous research efforts will help identify 

potential issues early on and provide solutions that can be implemented to mitigate any adverse effects, 

thereby ensuring the sustainable growth of edge computing technologies. 
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