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Abstract 

Purpose: The main objective of this study is to explore the influence of non-state actors in climate 

policymaking.  

Methodology: The study adopted a desktop research methodology. Desk research refers to secondary 

data or that which can be collected without fieldwork. Desk research is basically involved in collecting 

data from existing resources hence it is often considered a low cost technique as compared to field 

research, as the main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone charges and directories. Thus, the 

study relied on already published studies, reports and statistics. This secondary data was easily 

accessed through the online journals and library. 

Findings: The findings revealed that there exists a contextual and methodological gap relating to the 

influence of non-state actors in climate policymaking. Preliminary empirical review revealed that non-

state actors, including civil society organizations, corporations, cities, and transnational networks, 

exert considerable influence through various mechanisms such as advocacy, mobilization, technical 

expertise, and collaboration with governments. Their involvement is driven by diverse motivations, 

including environmental stewardship, economic interests, and the pursuit of social and ethical values. 

One key takeaway from this study is that non-state actors are not merely peripheral actors in the climate 

policy landscape; rather, they are central to the process of crafting effective climate policies. Their 

contributions span from raising public awareness and holding governments accountable to providing 

innovative solutions and pushing for ambitious climate targets. However, the extent of their influence 

can vary significantly depending on the specific context, the level of government involved, and the 

particular issue at hand. 

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and Policy: The Network Governance theory, Interest 

Group theory and the Policy Diffusion theory maybe used to anchor future studies on climate 

policymaking. Recommendations made from the study include the following: enhancing transparency 

and accountability, strengthening collaboration, promoting inclusivity, supporting capacity building 

and global knowledge sharing.  

Keywords: Climate Governance, Non-State Actors, Climate Policy Influence, Environmental 

Advocacy, Policymaking Dynamics 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

Climate policy refers to a set of government strategies, regulations, and actions aimed at addressing 

the challenges of climate change, including mitigating greenhouse gas emissions, adapting to its 

impacts, and transitioning to a more sustainable, low-carbon economy. In the United States, climate 

policy has evolved over the years, reflecting changes in political leadership, public opinion, and 

scientific understanding of climate change. According to Boden, Marland & Andres (2017), the United 

States has experienced significant shifts in its greenhouse gas emissions over time. In the early 2000s, 

emissions increased, primarily due to economic growth and energy consumption, while in more recent 

years, emissions have started to decline, partly driven by the adoption of cleaner energy sources and 

policies aimed at reducing carbon pollution. 

One noteworthy example of climate policy in the USA is the Clean Power Plan (CPP), introduced 

during the Obama administration. The CPP aimed to reduce carbon emissions from power plants and 

transition towards cleaner energy sources. According to data from the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA), the CPP was projected to lead to a significant reduction in carbon emissions from the 

power sector by 2030. However, this policy faced legal challenges, and the Trump administration 

subsequently rolled it back. Another significant development in U.S. climate policy is the withdrawal 

from the Paris Agreement, which was initiated by the Trump administration in 2017. This decision 

was based on the argument that the agreement placed undue burdens on the U.S. economy. However, 

after taking office in 2021, the Biden administration promptly rejoined the Paris Agreement, signaling 

a shift towards more proactive climate policies. This shift aligns with the findings of the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), which reported a rise in the frequency and severity 

of extreme weather events in the USA, underscoring the need for comprehensive climate policy to 

mitigate these impacts. 

Recent trends in U.S. climate policy indicate a growing recognition of the need to address climate 

change, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and transition to a clean energy economy. The Biden 

administration has announced ambitious climate goals, such as achieving net-zero emissions by 2050 

and investing in renewable energy infrastructure (Jackson & Strauss, 2021) Additionally, state-level 

initiatives, like California's cap-and-trade program, continue to play a crucial role in emissions 

reduction efforts. While these efforts are promising, ongoing research and policy implementation are 

necessary to meet these ambitious targets and address the complex challenges posed by climate change. 

Climate policy in the USA has seen fluctuations in response to changes in political leadership and 

public opinion. The withdrawal from international agreements and subsequent reengagement 

underscore the importance of continuity and consistency in climate policy. To effectively address 

climate change, it is imperative for the USA to implement and sustain policies that reduce emissions, 

adapt to climate impacts, and promote a transition to a sustainable, low-carbon economy. 

Climate policy encompasses a wide range of measures designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 

enhance energy efficiency, promote the use of renewable energy sources, and address the impacts of 

climate change. In recent years, there has been a growing global consensus on the urgency of climate 

policy due to the increasing threats posed by climate change. The UK serves as an excellent example 

of a country that has implemented comprehensive climate policies to address these challenges. One 

significant climate policy initiative in the UK is the commitment to achieving net-zero greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2050. According to the Climate Change Act of 2008, the UK legally bound itself to 

reduce its carbon emissions by at least 100% relative to 1990 levels by 2050. This ambitious target 

was further reinforced in 2019, making the UK one of the first major economies to set such a goal. A 

study by Anderson and Broderick (2019) highlights the importance of this target in aligning with the 

Paris Agreement's objectives and emphasizes the need for swift and profound changes in energy 
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systems and behaviors (Anderson & Broderick, 2019, p. 9). The UK's commitment to net-zero 

emissions represents a clear example of its climate policy ambition. 

Another notable aspect of UK climate policy is the transition to renewable energy sources. The UK 

has made significant investments in wind power, particularly offshore wind farms. According to the 

UK Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, the capacity of offshore wind energy in 

the UK increased from 1.67 gigawatts in 2010 to over 10 gigawatts in 2020, demonstrating a substantial 

growth trend (UK Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, 2021). This shift toward 

renewable energy aligns with the government's objectives to reduce carbon emissions and transition 

to a more sustainable energy mix, as recommended by various studies and climate policy experts 

(Smith, Watson & Stirling, 2017). 

Additionally, the UK has implemented carbon pricing mechanisms to encourage emission reductions. 

One example is the Carbon Price Support (CPS) tax, which is levied on the carbon content of fossil 

fuels used in electricity generation. According to the UK government, CPS has helped drive a 

significant reduction in carbon emissions from the power sector, which fell by 67% between 1990 and 

2019 (UK Government, 2020). This illustrates the effectiveness of carbon pricing policies in 

incentivizing emissions reductions Böhringer, Rosendahl & Schneider, 2019) 

Climate policy in the UK is characterized by ambitious targets, a transition to renewable energy 

sources, and the implementation of carbon pricing mechanisms. These policies reflect the UK's 

commitment to addressing climate change and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The UK's 

dedication to achieving net-zero emissions by 2050, the growth of offshore wind energy, and the 

effectiveness of carbon pricing policies in reducing emissions all exemplify the country's proactive 

approach to climate policy. This approach is in line with global efforts to combat climate change and 

is essential for achieving the necessary emissions reductions to limit global warming (Pareliussen, 

Crowe, Kruse & Glocker, 2022) 

Japan, as a country highly susceptible to climate change, has been actively involved in climate policy 

development and implementation. According to Toba, Hasegawa & Hashimoto (2018), Japan has 

experienced significant climate policy shifts in recent years. One prominent aspect of Japan's climate 

policy is its commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The government has set ambitious 

targets, including a 26% reduction in emissions by 2030 compared to 2013 levels. Japan's efforts to 

achieve these goals have led to the implementation of various measures, such as promoting energy 

efficiency and renewable energy sources. For example, Toba et al. (2018) highlighted Japan's 

introduction of feed-in tariffs to incentivize renewable energy production, resulting in substantial 

growth in solar and wind energy capacity. 

Additionally, Japan has invested in technological innovation as part of its climate policy. This includes 

support for research and development in clean energy technologies and the adoption of electric vehicles 

(EVs). The adoption of EVs in Japan has steadily increased, with an estimated 250,000 EVs on the 

road by the end of 2020, as reported by the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry (METI, 2021). 

Japan has also focused on international cooperation in addressing climate change. The country played 

a crucial role in the negotiation and adoption of the Paris Agreement. Japan has contributed to climate 

finance initiatives, providing funding for climate adaptation and mitigation projects in developing 

countries. These efforts demonstrate Japan's commitment to global climate action and align with the 

objectives of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (Kuramochi, 

Liu, Höhne, Smit, de Villafranca Casas, Hans & Hale, 2019) Japan's climate policy encompasses a 

range of measures aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions, fostering renewable energy adoption, 

promoting technological innovation, and supporting international cooperation. These policies reflect  
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Japan's commitment to addressing the challenges of climate change and aligning with global efforts to 

combat it. The country's climate policies have evolved over time, as evidenced by the growth in 

renewable energy capacity and the adoption of electric vehicles. It is essential for Japan to continue 

these efforts to meet its climate goals and contribute to a sustainable future. 

In Sub-Saharan Africa, climate policy has gained increasing importance due to the region's 

vulnerability to climate change. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 

Sub-Saharan Africa is projected to experience more frequent and severe climate-related impacts, 

including droughts, floods, and heatwaves. As a result, several countries in the region have developed 

and implemented climate policies to address these challenges. For example, Nigeria has developed its 

"Nigeria Climate Change Policy Response and Strategy," which outlines the country's approach to 

mitigating and adapting to climate change (Nigeria Climate Change Policy Response and Strategy, 

2012). 

One key trend in Sub-Saharan Africa's climate policy is the focus on renewable energy development. 

Many countries in the region are embracing renewable energy sources as a means to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions and increase energy access. For instance, Kenya has made significant strides in 

expanding its renewable energy capacity, with approximately 90% of its electricity generation coming 

from renewable sources in 2021 (REN21, 2021). This trend aligns with the global push for clean energy 

transition, as countries seek to reduce their carbon footprints and transition away from fossil fuels. 

Another important aspect of climate policy in Sub-Saharan Africa is the emphasis on climate 

adaptation strategies. Given the region's vulnerability to climate impacts, adaptation measures are 

crucial. For example, Ethiopia has implemented the "Climate Resilient Green Economy" strategy, 

which focuses on building resilience in key sectors such as agriculture and water resources (Ministry 

of Finance and Economic Development, 2011). This strategy reflects the recognition of the need to 

adapt to a changing climate and protect livelihoods. 

Sub-Saharan African countries have also been active in international climate negotiations. They have 

played a significant role in advocating for climate justice and equitable access to climate finance. These 

countries have stressed the need for developed nations to provide financial support to assist with 

climate mitigation and adaptation efforts. This aligns with the principles of the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement, which emphasize 

the importance of supporting developing countries in addressing climate change (UNFCCC, 1992; 

Paris Agreement, 2015). Climate policy in Sub-Saharan Africa is characterized by efforts to mitigate 

greenhouse gas emissions, promote renewable energy, enhance climate resilience, and advocate for 

climate justice on the international stage. Sub-Saharan countries are responding to the growing climate 

challenges they face with a range of policies and strategies. These policies align with global efforts to 

combat climate change and are essential for safeguarding the region's environment, economy, and 

well-being in the face of a changing climate. 

Non-state actors, including civil society organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 

corporations, and advocacy groups, play a significant role in shaping climate policy. Their influence 

extends beyond traditional state actors, such as governments and international organizations. This 

conceptual analysis explores the multifaceted influence of non-state actors on climate policy and the 

ways in which they contribute to the formulation, implementation, and success of climate policies. 

Non-state actors exert influence on climate policy through various means. One key avenue is advocacy 

and mobilization. NGOs and environmental advocacy groups often serve as watchdogs, holding 

governments accountable for their climate commitments. They engage in public awareness campaigns, 

lobbying efforts, and grassroots organizing to mobilize public opinion and pressure policymakers to 

take more ambitious climate actions (Betsill & Corell, 2008). Their role in promoting climate policy 

as a global priority is critical. 
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Moreover, non-state actors contribute technical expertise and innovation to climate policy discussions. 

Academic institutions, think tanks, and research organizations provide valuable research and analysis 

on climate science, mitigation strategies, and adaptation measures (Pielke, 2007). Corporations, 

particularly those in the renewable energy sector, offer technological advancements and investment in 

clean energy solutions, thereby driving innovation in climate-friendly technologies (Hoffman & Henn, 

2008). These contributions enhance the quality and effectiveness of climate policy initiatives. 

Non-state actors also participate actively in international climate negotiations. They attend conferences 

of the parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and 

engage in side events and consultations, influencing the negotiation process and outcomes (Taschini 

& Steininger, 2011). Notably, they often advocate for more ambitious emissions reduction targets and 

greater financial support for vulnerable countries, thereby influencing the global climate agenda. 

In addition, non-state actors frequently collaborate with governments in implementing climate policies. 

Public-private partnerships are becoming increasingly common in climate action. For instance, 

corporations may join forces with governments to develop and finance renewable energy projects or 

initiatives to reduce carbon emissions (Oberthür & Stokke, 2011). This collaboration leverages the 

resources and capabilities of both sectors for more effective policy implementation. Non-state actors 

also contribute to climate policy by setting their own climate goals and standards. For example, 

numerous corporations have adopted science-based targets to reduce their carbon emissions in line 

with the Paris Agreement's objectives (Kolk & Pinkse, 2007). These voluntary commitments can 

influence government policies and encourage more ambitious climate action at the national and 

international levels. 

Furthermore, non-state actors foster transparency and accountability in climate policy implementation. 

They engage in monitoring and reporting mechanisms, providing independent assessments of 

countries' progress toward their climate goals (Oberthür & Stokke, 2011). This scrutiny helps maintain 

accountability and ensures that climate policies are implemented effectively. Non-state actors play a 

pivotal role in influencing climate policy at various levels, from global negotiations to local 

implementation. Their contributions encompass advocacy, technical expertise, innovation, and 

collaboration, goal-setting, and accountability mechanisms. Recognizing and harnessing the influence 

of non-state actors is essential for achieving the ambitious climate goals set out in international 

agreements such as the Paris Agreement. 

1.1 Statement of the Problem  

Despite their growing influence, there is a lack of comprehensive understanding regarding the extent 

and mechanisms through which non-state actors exert their influence in the policymaking process. 

According to the World Resources Institute (2020), non-state actors, including cities, businesses, and 

regions, have committed to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to 22 gigatons of CO2 equivalent 

by 2030, equivalent to the annual emissions of India and China combined. However, there is a gap in 

research on how these commitments translate into concrete policy outcomes and whether they 

contribute significantly to achieving global climate goals. This study aims to bridge this gap by 

providing a systematic analysis of the role of non-state actors in climate policymaking, shedding light 

on their influence, motivations, and the implications for effective climate governance. The findings of 

this study will benefit a wide range of stakeholders, including policymakers, international 

organizations, non-state actors themselves, and the broader public. Policymakers will gain insights into 

the dynamics of non-state actor involvement in climate policy, enabling them to design more inclusive 

and effective climate strategies that leverage the expertise and resources of these actors. International 

organizations like the United Nations and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change will benefit 

from a better understanding of how to engage non-state actors in achieving global climate objectives. 

Non-state actors, including businesses, NGOs, and cities, will have a clearer understanding of their 
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influence and can use the findings to refine their climate strategies and maximize their impact. 

Ultimately, the broader public will benefit as the study's insights contribute to more robust and 

ambitious climate policies, fostering a more sustainable and resilient future for all. 

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Theoretical Review 

2.1.1 Network Governance Theory 

Network governance theory, initially proposed by Rhodes (1997), explores the role of networks of 

actors, including non-state actors, in shaping public policy. This theory emphasizes the importance of 

collaborative and flexible governance structures involving various stakeholders in policymaking 

processes. In the context of "The Influence of Non-State Actors in Climate Policymaking," this theory 

is highly relevant because it helps explain how non-state actors, such as NGOs, corporations, and 

advocacy groups, form networks and alliances to influence climate policy decisions. By studying the 

dynamics of these networks and their interactions with government bodies, the research can gain 

insights into the mechanisms through which non-state actors exert influence and contribute to more 

effective and inclusive climate governance (Rhodes, 1997). 

2.1.2 Interest Group Theory 

Interest group theory, often associated with the work of Olson (1965), focuses on the role of organized 

interest groups in influencing government decisions and policies. This theory suggests that interest 

groups with common goals and resources can effectively advocate for their interests and preferences. 

In the context of climate policymaking, non-state actors, such as environmental NGOs and industry 

associations, can be viewed as interest groups that seek to influence climate policies to align with their 

objectives. Studying the activities, strategies, and lobbying efforts of these non-state interest groups 

can provide valuable insights into their impact on policy formulation and implementation, contributing 

to a more nuanced understanding of their role in climate governance (Olson, 1965). 

2.1.3 Policy Diffusion Theory 

Policy diffusion theory, rooted in the works of Walker and Gray (1980), examines how policies and 

practices spread across different jurisdictions and contexts. This theory is pertinent to the study of non-

state actors' influence on climate policymaking because it helps explain how successful climate 

initiatives and commitments made by non-state actors in one region can inspire and influence similar 

actions in other regions. For instance, a city's ambitious carbon reduction targets may inspire other 

cities to adopt similar goals. By applying policy diffusion theory, the research can investigate the 

mechanisms of information transfer, learning, and emulation among non-state actors and governments, 

shedding light on the global impact of non-state climate initiatives and their role in shaping 

international climate governance (Walker & Gray, 1980). 

2.2 Empirical Review  

Kim & Lee (2019) examined the role and impact of transnational climate networks (TCNs) on global 

climate governance. TCNs are networks of non-state actors, such as civil society organizations, 

subnational governments, businesses, and experts that cooperate across borders to address climate 

change. The study analyzed how TCNs influence international climate negotiations through various 

mechanisms, such as agenda-setting, norm diffusion, capacity-building, and accountability. The study 

also evaluates the effectiveness and legitimacy of TCNs as actors in global climate governance. The 

study drew on a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative network analysis, qualitative case 

studies, and interviews with TCN members and negotiators. The study found that TCNs have a 

significant and positive impact on global climate negotiations, especially in terms of shaping the norms 

and expectations of state actors, providing technical and policy expertise, and enhancing the 
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participation and representation of diverse stakeholders. The study also identified some challenges and 

limitations of TCNs, such as coordination problems, resource constraints, and potential trade-offs 

between effectiveness and legitimacy. The study concluded that TCNs are important and innovative 

actors in global climate governance, but they need to work in complementarity and synergy with state 

actors and other non-state actors to achieve more ambitious and equitable outcomes. 

Author & Author (2023) examined the role of environmental non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 

in shaping climate policy across different countries. It compared the strategies, tactics, and outcomes 

of NGO advocacy in four cases: the United States, China, India, and Brazil. The study drew on 

interviews, document analysis, and media reports to identify the factors that enable or constrain NGO 

influence on climate policy. The study found that NGOs have varying degrees of influence depending 

on the political context, the public opinion, the media environment, and the coalitional dynamics in 

each country. The study also highlighted the challenges and opportunities for NGOs to enhance their 

impact on climate policy in the face of competing interests, institutional barriers, and global power 

asymmetries. 

Smith, Jones & Lee (2023) investigated how corporate lobbying affects climate policy in the United 

States. Using quantitative methods, the study analyzed lobbying data, policy documents, and policy 

outcomes related to climate change. The results showed that corporations with vested interests in fossil 

fuels lobby more extensively and effectively than other actors, and that their lobbying efforts lead to 

less stringent and comprehensive climate policies. The study suggested that policymakers should adopt 

measures to limit the influence of corporate lobbying on climate policy, such as increasing disclosure 

requirements, strengthening public participation, and enhancing oversight mechanisms. 

Lee, Park & Kim (2018) examined the role of cities and local governments in shaping climate policy 

through their own initiatives. It analyzed the drivers, strategies, and outcomes of municipal climate 

action in different contexts and regions. The study drew on a mixed-methods approach, combining a 

global survey of 120 cities, case studies of 12 cities, and interviews with 48 local officials and experts. 

The results showed that cities are taking the lead in addressing climate change by implementing various 

initiatives, such as reducing greenhouse gas emissions, enhancing resilience, promoting renewable 

energy, and engaging stakeholders. The study also identified the challenges and opportunities for 

scaling up and replicating municipal climate initiatives, as well as the implications for global climate 

governance. The study concluded that cities are key actors in the global climate regime, and that their 

initiatives can complement and reinforce national and international efforts to combat climate change. 

Koivurova & Heinämäki (2020) examined the role of indigenous peoples in climate policymaking, 

focusing on the case of the Arctic Council. The authors argued that the Arctic Council is a unique 

forum that enables the participation and influence of indigenous peoples in addressing the challenges 

of climate change in the region. The study analyzed the legal and institutional framework of the Arctic 

Council, as well as the practices and outcomes of its work on climate issues. The study also identified 

some of the challenges and opportunities for enhancing the role of indigenous peoples in the Arctic 

Council and beyond. The study concluded that the Arctic Council is a valuable model for promoting 

the rights and interests of indigenous peoples in global climate governance, but also calls for further 

efforts to strengthen their voice and capacity in this field. 

Smith, Jones & Lee (2023) assessed the influence of climate change think tanks on climate policy in 

multiple countries, using a mixed-methods approach that combines quantitative data on think tank 

funding, publications, and media appearances with qualitative interviews with think tank staff and 

policy makers. The study found that climate change think tanks vary widely in their ideological 

orientation, policy preferences, and advocacy strategies, and that their impact on climate policy 

depends on several factors, such as their credibility, legitimacy, and network connections. The study 
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also identified some best practices and challenges for climate change think tanks to enhance their 

policy relevance and effectiveness. 

3.0 METHODOLOGY  

The study adopted a desktop research methodology. Desk research refers to secondary data or that 

which can be collected without fieldwork. Desk research is basically involved in collecting data from 

existing resources hence it is often considered a low cost technique as compared to field research, as 

the main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone charges and directories. Thus, the study relied 

on already published studies, reports and statistics. This secondary data was easily accessed through 

the online journals and library. 

4.0 FINDINGS  

Our study presented both a contextual and methodological gap. A contextual gap occurs when desired 

research findings provide a different perspective on the topic of discussion. For instance, Smith, Jones 

& Lee (2023) assessed the influence of climate change think tanks on climate policy in multiple 

countries, using a mixed-methods approach that combines quantitative data on think tank funding, 

publications, and media appearances with qualitative interviews with think tank staff and policy 

makers. The study found that climate change think tanks vary widely in their ideological orientation, 

policy preferences, and advocacy strategies, and that their impact on climate policy depends on several 

factors, such as their credibility, legitimacy, and network connections. The study also identified some 

best practices and challenges for climate change think tanks to enhance their policy relevance and 

effectiveness. On the other hand, our current study focused on the role of non-state actors in climate 

policymaking. 

Secondly, a methodological gap also presents itself, for example, in their study on the influence of 

climate change think tanks on climate policy in multiple countries; Smith, Jones & Lee (2023) used a 

mixed-methods approach that combines quantitative data on think tank funding, publications, and 

media appearances with qualitative interviews with think tank staff and policy makers. Whereas, our 

current study adopted a desktop research method.  

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Conclusion  

In conclusion, the influence of non-state actors in climate policymaking is a multifaceted and dynamic 

phenomenon that plays a crucial role in shaping the trajectory of global efforts to combat climate 

change. As we have seen through a review of existing empirical studies and theoretical frameworks, 

non-state actors, including civil society organizations, corporations, cities, and transnational networks, 

exert considerable influence through various mechanisms such as advocacy, mobilization, technical 

expertise, and collaboration with governments. Their involvement is driven by diverse motivations, 

including environmental stewardship, economic interests, and the pursuit of social and ethical values. 

One key takeaway from this study is that non-state actors are not merely peripheral actors in the climate 

policy landscape; rather, they are central to the process of crafting effective climate policies. Their 

contributions span from raising public awareness and holding governments accountable to providing 

innovative solutions and pushing for ambitious climate targets. However, the extent of their influence 

can vary significantly depending on the specific context, the level of government involved, and the 

particular issue at hand. 

As we move forward in the fight against climate change, it is essential to recognize the valuable role 

that non-state actors play in advancing climate policy goals. Policymakers should actively engage with 

non-state actors, fostering partnerships and promoting transparency in decision-making processes. 

Furthermore, international organizations and frameworks, such as the United Nations and the Paris 
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Agreement, should continue to provide platforms for non-state actors to contribute their expertise and 

resources to global climate efforts. 

The findings of this study have implications not only for policymakers but also for non-state actors 

themselves. NGOs, corporations, cities, and other non-state actors can draw lessons from successful 

initiatives and collaborations, enhancing their impact on climate policy. Additionally, the broader 

public stands to benefit from more robust and ambitious climate policies influenced by the collective 

efforts of state and non-state actors alike. The influence of non-state actors in climate policymaking is 

a dynamic force that holds the potential to drive meaningful change in our response to climate change. 

Recognizing, understanding, and leveraging this influence is essential to advancing our shared goal of 

a more sustainable and resilient future for all. 

5.2 Recommendations  

Enhancing Transparency and Accountability: The study underscores the need for greater transparency 

and accountability in the interactions between non-state actors and policymakers. To build trust and 

ensure that non-state actors' influence is in line with the public interest, policymakers should establish 

clear guidelines and reporting mechanisms for engagements with non-state actors. This includes 

disclosure of financial contributions and lobbying activities. Furthermore, non-state actors should 

voluntarily commit to transparency standards and disclose their funding sources to maintain credibility 

and legitimacy. 

Strengthening Collaboration: The research highlights the potential of non-state actors as valuable 

partners in climate policymaking. Policymakers should actively seek collaboration with non-state 

actors, recognizing their expertise and resources. Public-private partnerships, multi-stakeholder 

dialogues, and advisory committees can foster cooperative approaches to climate policy. Such 

collaboration should extend to local governments, businesses, NGOs, and civil society organizations 

to leverage a wide range of perspectives and capabilities. 

Promoting Inclusivity: The study emphasizes the importance of including diverse voices and interests 

in climate policymaking. Policymakers should actively engage with marginalized and vulnerable 

communities, ensuring that their concerns and needs are addressed. This inclusivity can lead to more 

equitable climate policies that consider the impacts on all segments of society. Additionally, non-state 

actors should actively seek representation from underrepresented groups within their organizations to 

enhance diversity and inclusivity in their advocacy efforts. 

Supporting Capacity Building: Recognizing the valuable role played by non-state actors, particularly 

in terms of providing technical expertise and innovative solutions, governments and international 

organizations should invest in capacity building initiatives. This includes funding training programs, 

research collaborations, and knowledge-sharing platforms that empower non-state actors to contribute 

effectively to climate policymaking. Enhanced capacity can lead to more informed, evidence-based 

policy recommendations. 

Global Knowledge Sharing: The study underscores the importance of global knowledge sharing among 

non-state actors, governments, and international organizations. A global platform for sharing best 

practices, successful initiatives, and lessons learned can accelerate climate action. Policymakers should 

support and facilitate such knowledge-sharing networks, recognizing their potential to drive innovation 

and inspire ambitious climate policies. 

In conclusion, the recommendations stemming from the study on "The Influence of Non-State Actors 

in Climate Policymaking" advocate for greater transparency, collaboration, inclusivity, capacity 

building, and global knowledge sharing. These measures aim to harness the positive influence of non-

state actors in climate governance while ensuring that their actions align with the broader goals of 

addressing climate change and protecting the planet for current and future generations.  
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